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THE BEST COPIES OBTAINABLE ARE 
INCLUDED IN THE REPRODUCTION 
OF THE FILE. PAGES INCLUDED 
THAT ARE BLURRED, LIGHT OR 
OTHERWISE DIFFICULT TO READ 
ARE THE RESULT OF THE CONDITION 
AND OR COLOR OF THE ORIGINALS 
PROVIDED. THESE ARE THE BEST 
COPIES AVAILABLE. 



February 11. 1961 



J. .Adgar hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
’..'asnington, D.C. 

Jear .j*. hoover: 



I have never t..an..ed you for the i.oaue rf ul work you 
are uoing for all time Americans in keeping our land. 

( * 4 

" tne land of the free" , ay exposing t ie evils within our 
o-t*S . To you, and all who work with you I a:a deeply 
grateful. 

As a minister of tne Gospel i stand ..itn you in 

°j l osing tnese vicious evils. Can you please send ;je tne 

following: 1. “Target Youth" <fnj ij:Vt c-ff*?*** sTc /r/v&'Y' 

"Op ft .? r, * it /!/</,/, 

2. evidence of v/hat h.ipi«ned at latest Cou^uaist 
Convention . 






#'• 



¥ 

-V 



» 




Anything you have that will iielp ae expose . - 
Co.^ujiis.a in the' National Council of Cnui'ches - -- 



froi.i youi* records 



V 



4. Advice as to the oest way to oppose Coiii.rtuiSjff 
after one is informed - vhut steps of action 
to take, like petitions, etc. or i.ifluoncing 
representatives . 

Y> ur uo -k "kasters of ~eceit" was nost helpful to ce . Can^r/. 

^ UU- 1 ; 4 •" . / . 

r , tiuote iae ]rices(on p.per Ji^fck edition, if ytnriimre “biteT-for 

\ a ... .-i i A OO. intt 



I ' 
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uass distribution)? 



; tf. ■ 



Jincerely , your 1 ft. can , 
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received. 



Your letter dated February 16, 19C1, tuts been 



e JT, 



In response to your inquiry, I have Dade state- 
ments several times concerning the efforts of the Communist 
Party to infiltrate our religious institutions since such efforts 
are in the over-all communist program of attempting to control 
all mass-type organizations: You may be able to secure from 
your local public library a copy of my book, "Masters of Deceit, " 
ami you will find on pages 324 through 326 this matter more • £ 

fuily discussed. ^ ® 

“•’I 

With reference to the two groups you named, the & 
functions and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal investigative 
agency do not exteud to furnishing evaluations or drawingfcdn- ^ 
elusions as to the character and integrity of any organization^ * 
publication or Individual. I regret I am unable to help you id; 2 
tuis regard and hope you will not infer either that wc do or that we 
do not have related data in our files. 



enclosed arc publications available for general 
distribution by this Bureau on the subject of communism which 
you may find of interest. y 



Z c "<• u : .. 



■ ’iJ 






Sincerely yours, t 


W : i. ‘ 


J Ector Hoover 


1 «r •* 


• 

John Edgar Hoover 


v (:' 


Director 


r 



(®) • Listed next page) 

«‘^TOIr®iiiru:Typ^) l .TO See NOTE next par 
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Enclosures (9) 

Statement before HCUA on 3-26-47. 

How To Beat Communism 

3-60 LEB Introduction 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 

God and Country or Communism?' 

Director's speech 10-18-60 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

Communist Target— Youth 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 



NOTE: For a number of years allegations have been made by a 
number of people to the effect that the National Council of Churches 
of Christ (NCCC) has been infiltrated by communists. Although the 
Bureau has never conducted an investigation of the NCCC, we have 
kept abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party to infiltrate this 
organization. B does not appear from the information we have developed 
that the Communist Party is dictating the policies on the NCCC. 4The 
Methodist Church, of course, is making strong efforts through the 
Circuit Riders, a group of laymen within, to combat communism 
among its own members. In view of the two subjects of correspondent's 
inquiries, it is believed that above reply would best serve the Bureau's 
interests. See letter of same date to Congressman Walter E. Rogers. 





February 16 , I96I 

Mr* J • Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

•ashington, D. c. 

Pea r Hr. Hoover, 

In tHe past few months a vigorous organization has 
•arlapn in our city and has made many accusations that 
The National Council of Churches and The Methodist Church, 
among other denominations, are doainatod' and infiltrated 
by many Communists and Communist aympathisers. 

Some of the persons named by this group are men 
held In high esteem throughout our church. It is 

difficult for me to kite much weight to hearsay evidence 
against then. 

On some oc cast ions, the Federal Bureau ©f Investigation 
16 refered to as a source of information about communists 
in the churches* 

• . 

Can you give me information about the extent of 
such infiltration, if any, into the ohurches? Is it 
possible for the names, positions, end activities of 
Communists within Che Methodist Church particularly 
to be made available? 







D^ar 

Your letter of February 16, 1061, has been received. 

I can understand your deep concern' over the grave threat presented 

by communism, and I appreciate the Interest which prompted you to 
write. 

While I would like to be of assistance to you, the FBI 
Is strictly an Investigative agency of the Federal Government and 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or 
Integrity of any individual, publication or organization. I regret I an. 
una ole* to help you and hope you will not infer in this connection either 
that v/e do or do not have information in our files concerning the 
organization about which you Inquired in your communication. 

^ view of your Interest, I ant enclosing material avail* 
able for distribution by this Bureau concerning communism which may 
be of interest to you. 

. Sincerely yours, 



— Enclosures (3) 

~ (Bee next page. ) 

™ See NOTE next page^ 
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Enclosures (8) 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 Intro. 

One Nation's Response To Communism 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Series from "Christianity Today" 

Director's speech of 10-18-60 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target— Youth 

NOTE: Bufiles contain nothing which is identifiable withmH|H| 
For a number of years allegations have been made by manypeopleT^ 
including some clergymen, to the effect that the National Council of 
Churches of Christ (NCCC) has been infiltrated by communists. 
Although the Bureau has never conducted an investigation of the NCCC, 
as such, we have kept abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party, 
USA, (CPUSA) to infiltrate this organization through our over-all . 
investigations of the CPUSA and communist efforts to infiltrate mass- 
type organizations. It does not appear from the information developed 
that the CPUSA is dictating the policies of the NCCC today. (100-50869) 
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Feb 16-1961 




' Dear Mr Hoover, 

I have read your book "Masters of Deceit" & 
many of your articles in news papers, church papers etc. 

Have read the blue book on the "Birch Scociety", have seen 
"Communism on the Map", & Operation Abolition" - Have 
heard many speakers including Wm. Opie, Billy Hargis, L . 

Dean MAnion - All of this is good except: 

I am a Presbyterian 6 frequently now reference 
is bing made to the National Council of Churches as being a 
communist front organization - Please give me verification of . . 

this - I do not wish to leave my church or do Twist) to support a church that pc£ 
is anti-American - 

Sincerely, 





V 










(' 



^2 t 



% 




^ ^ h d *- A -.'tC 4 -‘tf 

v )?ia*y i^ta tiituAi >u<y- / 

f ■ ;/ y »ir. in^rii'ii 

JX* , l(U*4 'U*ct<l V4j ^4-tc * ^^ Pfj TTT 

VU<A^ .L ^rttv. ' ; V j£*' /&d** 



Mr. T< 

Mr. 

Mr. Ur-FT T*-*' 
Mr. Brlmont. 

Mr. C.V* !*:*n 
Mr. -Y 

Mr. p * 

Mr. Ernj' 

Mr. M ^*nc 

Mr. 1 />*n.. 

Ur. I: -ii r 

Mr. r:.(:^u!!iv«a 

^**< 4 m* 

Mr. Inp-oti 



"(Lsnyr^u * ■ *< ««►* 



f i r -> - jumm, «* ^ tW. — '—*->•■ ;■ 

*> _‘-i**:* 







I .: 

» *. •-' 



► ! » 



^ ^ ^ •{ % ~i L 4 <.X<%‘ v«_ ... / 

JUc*~<l Jinny / cA't '-i< < w ^ 4 c<u,jj LV'ry^- 

$-yz 4 -K- f fbc^ \\h; ^ t v- (Jcf^fw )}y;i*rutyLj - *£«. 4 L 

9 * {A. C t^us t- **■'*“ 

. W /C- £ 

{ t& r^ +iC 



, i) p tt i . . 

^ < 4*1 Jpi-*' ^Cp (Uj'! . 

# J? 

ni-j+m-*'— ^ ) /('-i ^ pp+.x-zic. v 4 " 

*kvs- &n £- •/ 

tujic+j y. 4 ?’+u - 

/^ tv ‘ 7 " «J- d// ^r 1 ) 4 ^<^iu 4 /— ^it?s ?n y d/utiA'Cj 

***' ^ 'r< ' L ^£Qfg 4 •'/»<** £ V/fi / ^ ^y 

«• . ^ / 0 (' 



it, 




J/ /< y.,. 





|». / .■ ?> 



> i 



** .* 4 . * . 






r. 






** v > 

! ' - . # * 

h« •*• ~-- 

* m 



»y# ^ ^ *5 / .«> . # V <S 

** . .« » 



FEB 21 •*. 









Febiuary ?.l, 1591 







Year letter dated February 9, 1951, has 

been received. 



Although 1 would like to be or service, the 
functions and resoonsibllities of the FBI do not extend to 
furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
Individual. For this reason, the FBI is unable to be of 
aid to you, and ro suggestions come to mind where you 
wif.hi bo able t'» 3erure data or the specific type you desire, 
^lr-ajr do noi i.der. Iiowe er, in this - on* ectic.n cither that 
we do or that we do jot have related information I.* our files. 

In vie v of your Interest, I am cxrlosi. g 
publications available for general distribution by this Bureau 
on tiic subject of »*omnv.»nism. 



• # w» i. i 

n • 

• 4 

C*i * !•* | 



Sincerely yours, 




John £dga r Hoovei 
Director 




NOTE continued: 



have been made by a number of people Including some clergymen to 
the effect that th^ %atio nal.,Cowncll of the Chur.cheB.fif .Christ has been 
Infiltrated by communists. Although we have never conducted an 
Investigation of the N&C.C* as such, we have kept abreast of the efforts 
of the Communist Party, (CP), USA, to infiltrate this organization 
through our over -all investigation of the CP, USA, and communist 
efforts to infiltrate mass -type organizations. It does not appear from 
the information we have deve loped th at the CP, USA, Is dictating the 
>ollcies of the NCCC toda\ 




Enclosures 



Series from "Christianity Today" 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 

Director's speech 10-18 -60 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

How to Beat Communism 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target— Youth 
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?/ 9/61 



J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Sir, 



Where, where can we get authentic information 
on Communist activities in the United States, especially names 
of persons in the National Council of Churches, The Association 
of Ervangelicals and Youth for Christ who are or have been 
Commuinists. 




We desire to know if it is getting into our Churches 

and colleges. 



Sincerely. 

An American who wants to keep America free. 
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Your letter of February 14, 1061, has been 
received, and the Interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 



Although I would like to be of service, the 
FBI Is an investigative agency of the Federal Government 
and, ae such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions 
as to the character or integrity of any organization, publi- 
cation or individual. 1 regret that I am unable to help you 
and hope that you will not infer in this connection either 
that we do or that we do not have data in our Hies relating 
to the subject of your inquiry. 



Enclosed is some material dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. » 

Sincerely yours, // '* ' 



. •# 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures (6) 

Director's 10-18-60 speech 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 



,ijL/ 
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3-1-60 LEB Introduction & 17th National Convention 

One Nation's Response to Communism «\ . _ :■»*•» * 

Communist Target— Youth . / 

Expose of Soviet Espionage A *‘ ^ 
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NOTE NEXT PAGE 
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jHOTE: For a number of years allegations have been made by a 
number of people including some clergymen to the effect that the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ has been infiltrated by 
communists. Although we have never conducted an investigation 
of the NCCC, as such, we have kept abreast of the efforts of the 
Communist Party, (CP), USA, to infiltrate this organization 
through our over -all investigation of the CP, USA, and communist 
efforts to infiltrate mass -type organizations. It does not appear 
from the information we have developed that the CP, USA, is 
dictating the policies of the NCCC today. No record could be 
located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 








Feb 14, 1061 



Mr. J Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



O 

Am writing to you in regard to the National 
Cpuncil of the Churches of Christ. Just how much in your - * 
opinion is the National Council working with some of the 
Communist activities here in America, my soninlaw and 
daughter belong to a church that is hooked up with National 
Council, they say they would realy like to know but aren, t 
sure, as far as I am concerned I allready am convinced. 



Would greatly appreciate any information 
you can give us and if there are any charges to any material 
you sent let us know. As I feel these Communist activities 
are getting serious in this great country in which we are 
living. 





Thank you very much. 



i 





Sincerely Yours 
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Your letter was received on February 13, 
1961, and I want to thank you for your kind comments and 
prayers. 



to response to your request, I am enclosing 
some material on the general subject of communism which f&I.- 

is available for distribution, together with a copy of my ^ 

speech at The American Legion Convention. I have no 
objection to your reprinting any of this material in your 
church publication. / 



The Jurisdiction rod responsibilities of the 
FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments 
relative to the character or integrity of any organisation, 
publication or individual. I regret that I am unable to be 
of as.:i^tance, and I hope you will not infer in thin connection 
either that we tic or ds not nave data in our files regarding 
the organization you mentioned. I 



.// 



r 



Sincerely yours, . ; • § - o? 

•Mansi I . , J - M-w-r * ' r~ 

FEB 2 01961 K,,. . 

conM-f i I 1 / • 1 / r S John Edgar ltoonv fs>l)sJ ' 

f/ Director %\\ ''Kj£ y 

Enclosures (0) • > \ i * . ' * 

10-18-60 Speech Communism: The Bitter 

17th National Convention & Intro. 3-60 LEB ’Enemy of Religion 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality Where do we stand today with 
Communist Farty, USA communism 

God and Country or Communism What You Can Do To Fight 

Struggle on a ^iew Plane Communism { • 








MOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Since correspondent 
requests permission to reprint material in his church bulletin which 
has circulation of 226 families, it is not believed necessary to have 
him secure permission from the editors of any magazines in which 
these articles may have appeared. For a number of years allegations 
have been made by a number of people to the effect that the National 
Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) has been infiltrated by communists. 
Although the Bureau has never conducted an investigation of the .NCCC, 
we have kept abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party to infiltrate 
this organization. It does not appear from the information we have 
developed that the Communist Party is dictating the policies on the 
NCCC today. 





n r 

Dear fcr. Hoover: 

Te are trying to dc all we can in this co irunity to constat 
Co’sunisQ, especially within the various bodies of religion, 

.'e are told by some people that the Rational Council of Churches 
ban comrni ist nen within it and tlso communi&t sympathizers. Arid 
that it should be watched. 

V/e are also tcld that the American Council of Churches is 
alrirht- -nj h*?ve no communist infiltration. ' f ' 

V/oulti yju please e^na me .information a3 you have it on the 
communist movement withinthe-Hational Council of Churches? I am 
told by some folk that all communists have been removed and that 
the Kational Council of Churches is clean and definitely for American 
freedom. Please enlighten me..- 

Also would you please Bend me the copy of the address you 
delivered to the American legion convention in I’iami? 

I appreciate very much vour labors to keep America free. I 
pray to Sod that v/e v/ill ha\te c.any, many more men like you who rill 
go all out for freedom. May I be of any help? 



flespectively yours 




P.3. Also; Kay I use this information in our church paper? print 
a weekly paper *:hich foes into the homes of ?26 families. 



•* 



» 



i '* 




***/£&« 



* F£6.21 1W’ 




r -Fff ' W f ! » ' yn-r ■ ■ > m i h ii 









/ 









lebruary 20, 19 Cl 




\cur letter of lebrunry lu, 1901, hzs been 
received, and the interest which .prompted you to v, rite 
Is appreciated. 



Although I would like to be of service, the 
II3I irr *n investigative agency of the lodci-al Cove nun cut 
and, rs such, does not mnU? evaluations or draw conclusions 
as to the character 01 integrity cf any orgmiizattcn. publication 
rr Individual. 1 regret that 1 am inable to help yo;« nad hope 
tint you will not Lifer in this connection either tint wc do or 
tint v.e do net have data in our files relating to the subject 
of year inquiry. 



Enclosed is some material dealing with the 
goner*! subject of communism which :.*y b? of interest to you. 

9 

. Sincerely yours, / 



John Edgar Hoover 

director 
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Enclosures (C) 

Cod and Country or Counuunism f 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
The Communists Are After Our Kinds , # * 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality / ••' •' • / 

5^g3|rom •’Christianity Today’’ l 

1 Hjfic lotion's Response to Communism J 
11 WE: Jmk (3) (f CE NCI E NEXT TV CE) 
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ZICT1': Mo record could be loc^tr 1 in bullies identifiable vlUt 
correspondent, lor a number oi years allegations have been 
made by a number of people to the effect that the National Council 
of Churches of Chri6t (NCCC) has been Infiltrated by communists. 
Although the Bureau has never conducted an investigation of the 
NCCC, we have kepi abreast of the efforts of the C ommunis t Party 
to iniiltrate this organization. 11 does not appear from the Information 
we have developed that the Communist iTrly is dictiting the policies 
oi the NCCC. (100-i>03C‘J) 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Fed. Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

^ 1 am writing for my group to request information about 

the National Council of Churches. We have heard, and are hearing 
presently, accusations and charges thatthere is communist infiltration 
and leanings among the leaders of N. C. C. 

Since we are believers and supporters of the National 
Council of Churches, it is very alarming to hear these charges. We 
want to know if there is any proven evidence of communist activity or 
leanings in this organization. 



/b/ 



Sincerel 




~S*rZ~ri*{.A,' / Q ’ 

X\C-. 

/k-LA <-v Atv: . 

yir? /?>w^. <w <<-L‘< *T 

lsrU<-t -?.^tCr-rS OU-t-ixJ G^-uaxaLU 

tV 1 UaxxcJuaJ ?‘t* *1^ -fcoAds, AW* ^ 

Cc<y^t^LAi-ilA^-^y Cl'.^oL (iJ^tSk^ACA^ 

&U. \+s i~' Ca-}', ^ CUy'^Ly 

• # ^ 

' *^ 0// ^l- / 5' l i / i^ w 5i^ £/c^ ^7* 

a jLJ-^ua '7~)i*,vt^c '' ^«^, .^6'' ^ 6/^v wt/i/w/ 

>£4-£^Uy 4>i-<U^r/U>^y- jti Vu^\ d^u^c/ (LJljl\^j^{ 
yiju b ^ £Ju.+^y 4*4 

^ ^/-V> * »** < -srvt.1. V , ClacJI< 'X stlj- H XLiL'ru -.'i 
JL/iJ yt/L*. ■? l'"7'—^j't l-'t'i i ^ iCt<-<-*~ y i 



'/ijLs 4 a A'.^CIa' HuSUS fCAr^y ^XAxA-lA. 

JUi-laUa.<^L-' y Gt-S'i jlctL-nx-.'. 

JL/i J >t/^-5 -?1 i T a^lov'', 



/£)A'riA>U\AJ^L4- 1 



/, 






1 - Mr. Sinffeon 



J&fB 



yi> 



if b 



February 20, 1061 




2 hav<» rccolved your letter dated February 8, 
1961, and your interest in writing to ae la appreciated. 

While X would like to be 'of assistance to' you, 
the Jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not 
extend to furnishing evaluations or coaaents concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, organi- 
sation or publication. Furthersore, a regulation of 
the Department of Justice /prohibits the disclosure ol 
information in our files to other than appropriate 
agencies in the executive branch of the Federal Govern- 
sent. X aa precluded, therefore, fros consenting on 
the organisations and individual you aentloned. 

X am, however, enclosing some literature 
concerning the menace of conounlsm available for general 
distribution by the FBI which you nay like to read. 




Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Correspondent has used material issued by the 

° f * C irf! ian ****** “ d Circuit Riders , 
Incorporated, to establish to a group In his church that 

the National Council of the Churches of Christ and its 

i he K C *2 8e of co “ uni8B - *• *** *!■<> referred 
to statements made by Congressman Donald L. Jackson in 

Congress; however, correspondent's minister criticised 
Jackson. Correspondent requests the Bureau's opinion 
on the patriotic or unpatriotic work of the above organi- 
sations and individual. Bufiles contain no identifiable 
information concerning the correspondent. 




The National Council of the Churches of Christ 
has not been investigated by the Bureau. We have kept 
abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party to infiltrate 
it through our over-all investigations of the Communist 
Party, USA. It does not appear that the policies of this 

/f£l D e$!!i? D are k®*®* dictated by the Communist Party. 
(100-50869) 

The following items of literature were furnished 
to the correspondent: 



1. "What You Can do to Fight Conmunlsm and 
Preserve America.** 

2. "Communist Target - Youth.** 

3. "One Nation's Response to Communism." 

4. "Red Goals and Christian Ideals." 

5. "God and Country or Communism?" 

6. "Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion." 
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y*>. J ’/I’.-r l!nov**r 
r ' F'dftrf.l Bureau of Investigation 
1 * r n shirr ton, D. C. 



D- a? 



Voov'-r , 



j.n wy attonnt to fin .-11 I can for Patriotic 
pauses. I have marie a presentation to the Vor7.fi Outr-wch 
**. lUj^tr’wnt of onr church concerning tho possibility of 
the fictional Connell of Churches nodrfit.s’ leaders futherinm 
the -crpi?.v. s * or ComnunTsu. now ask you for assi stance. 

Fire 4 , vi 7.1 you S'n-- any l.-ulleH-s wor' h>ve 

-^•ila'-o co.jc-r-itnt the inf < 1 tret ion of the cr eches iy 
ovums+s or fellow tra*/' l rt rc. 

Second, I used the bullctl" !, *!o*f Rc-l <s the 
rational Council of Churches?" published b' thfS^s»«rif*an 
Council of Christian Lay:*n,-*-:edisdnl, Wisconsin, ond“ 

^..nr* nnllotm "Recognize Rod China;" published b***«£rc’'t. 
’1-dors, Inc, 1" R. Fourth Street, Cincinatti 2,' Ohio. In 
r^ul.t.al to rrr nrosontntion 9 6ur rtnistor sur^est-e’ to 
ti.o co ’! i i.l/-' tliii t p -rhui s ii»t •'••••* t *o ^r"'?ni '-“.ti ons vr , *o 
n 't 1, ^ \> rr> ’’ 1 r ‘ * ,s ’*b n *' y r-', threif-ji rnnoinr down those 

1 _ ’1 r c 7-ttor'ol C'-" , ncil of Chti**e!ir-P t.r' ,f iv* to 

'Vvi-'e *:« nrr ’i-vtion ** h»v.*> in this country ror 
fo- c - <■ C o ; . • j . Thor, fore i . r> v : - 0 *, 

•Tor >"o?:v felon the •,? foictlc or un»atriotic 

•’ rl. of the «"ioric n Council Christian Lav^on and 
Circuit lid or s. 

Third, I used "Con.rrossJopo.T Record, T 'roc ft odinrs 
-v- R-*’- i s of the Cony-enr, Second *>9s!*n " in 

which ! T onor- hie Ronald TTT'SIac'rson. of California addressed 
th- Ho'-se of Representatives. Our minister in rebuttal 
to my pres-.ntation asked the corwittoe, "’-'ho <s this 
<vn.n\/ Jerk son? Ke is .lust r fellow in ’fo shin -ton dolcver- 
5 V T ro .. d. r r- 2 :j !<; riouse eo Rc'.r • t-tiv. 3 . .’hv thev / 
voi.l*. i »*.* i-p ] "o 1 ■ 1 'o ur thcr • end *'sk to s^oaK." 

7}r 7 :-r’- yen r. jV ; ;i y J u 'oi *;? hi e • you will riv- mo on' 

\ho p;« * r • o'.j or ».v**-;fcriotJc *ork -.nd attitude of honorable 
•i ~»i -l"* T i, Jeetnon. 

Thank* **f» uom f.r «»iva -c • f°r .•.nvt’ i**’'- v.u c-n do 

to holn us 
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Dear 




February 20, 1061 



Your letter postmarked February 13, 1961, 
has been received. 

Although I would like to be of service, the 
functions and responsibilities of the FBI do not extend to 
furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope 
that you will not infer in this connection either that we do 
or that we do not have information in our filer relating to 
the subject of your inquiry. 

In view of your interest, I am enclosing 
material on communism available for general distribution 
by the FBI. 



Sincerely yours. 
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Enclosures (7) 

12-22-60 Press Release 
Director's speech of 10-18-60 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Communist Party, USA (Ave Maria) 
Series from "Christianity Today" 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target — Youth 



NOTE: Neither correspondent nor her husband is identifiable 
in Bufiles. For a number of years allegations have been made 
by a number of people to the effect that the National Council 
of Churches of Christ (NCCC) has been infiltrated by communists. 
Although the Bureau has riever conducted an investigation of the 
NCCC, we have kept abreast of the efforts of the Communist 
Party to infiltrate this organization. It does not appear from 
the information we have developed that the Communist Party 
is dictating the policies on the NCCC. (100-50869) 
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Dear Mr.- Hoover - 

After reading intensively both pro and con 
concerning subverbsion of communist strategy and tactics 
going on within (?fhe%aUonal Council of Churches, my 
husband and many members of our Episcopal church have 
wanted to know the real truth. My minister says the Bishop 
says nothing is wrong with it. Dan Smoot and many other 
men have said it is infiltrated by these communistic doctrines 
which in my language is atheism. 

Will you please tell me in clear language 
whats' what with this organization to which practically 
every Protestant American church contributes part of 
their pledges. 



I will thank you deeply for your definite yes 
or no answer to my question. 

My minister says if I can show him any body's 
word besides hate mongers (which he claims Dan Smoot to 
be) and "crack pots" trying to make money, he will listen to 
me. 
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You are the only one I know whose word he woul 
accept as being authentic. He (the minister) is a forme 
salesman and a very successful (me. 



reply. 



Thank you aj^ain for your kind & immediate 

< j ■>>' ttc- a /a a -~57, 

Yours truly o FFB 81 196f 










*.7 r 



**'« /Vrv< W4. ^ 

f yi S*siy dt+7St**4*M^ 

&i/ **i‘ ea‘< *** *v l.u.y /utAurf***. 

* *&-*** 

*„ y~ y c'C^ 

Jfe jLJmJ *“S ■»««-►<**• / ~-~ 

irtite/'-S *&*•*■* . . 

Xu /*<.« / ^ -4-^'/. >1? 

/•.-, ^ r ' y ^ 

' vf -*$****■ if 

<4t* lt?UL jiA^CCf' J,S ' , 

_ *f*kl <*+ 

-ft ',- / /X. 

' A/ »> *■ i * j ‘ t V ^ ' 

<- y y c *'»***’ <*’ 7 '•> 7 c* 

Ay Av ^ 

^/,.,/ ~ -*«. -; - 
Ti't^ '•*« yA.-t-e-^ -^‘ 

<<Ti.cc . A*. >"•**< 



if- 5-m^x- 







a 1 *** / A 

i.u-.L*>.£ /"•'t 



ti » 



j **U l* CL 

( ^ '} x ~ ** T -?**2 

fatu.*/ f ** - 

/ A ^ <Vtl- 

' ' ' 

/ *,.,, 44. /«*•/ /£ ‘»"^ ^ *'"?'>“’ 

tM-/-J. 4 , 4 ,„^ i'<- Aw,/ f /* 7 '“*'* 



Aw,/ v /• 7 



£ ? < 2 ^ X 'If/M+vJ ^ /< 

.UsU.* yl.itlli 7-> '-JtW 

H £.rt, <itt X 1 Ct f tc/*, .*?*.' S A'»’**i~ 

/ ' 

X, 04 L%y /£/ 4 /e' yt/ /lO . 

lit f jl-* 



^1 -X > * 






^ 4,^ ^ ^ j / r / 

l/t^y • .Is, /£• p/fi 

Aj'r,^ ' T .• /* 

*/./•*$* V " ♦Z^ 1 

y % i * 1 il . *• v . .*» -« 



£7 /^ ■ w' 










Your letter was received on February JO, 1C61, and I wantto 
tirove you lor y'w- con* ^nls about the wor of thin Eurcau. ^ 

1 am enclosing some material regarding the general subject of 
communist!; which may be of interest to you. You will notice that some of 
these publications give suggestions regarding what citizens can do to combat 
this menace. Te do not, however, maintain a mailing Ust for the distribution 
of Uiis material, and it is suggested if you wish to reprint any of these items for 
wide dissemination that you also secure permission from the editors oi any publi- 
cations in which die articles may have originally appeared. ‘The Ave • T arla ’ 



is published by A ve ' 'aria 



ress, 



Publishers, Notre Dome, i.«:’icna, and 



'C nistiaiul - Today" is published by Christianity Today, Publishers, "’aLiiington 
Building, ) 5th end G Streets, Northwest, v’asbington, D. C. ’The American 
T^lon v 'a e-zine ’ is published at 720 Fifth 'venue, Mew York, New York. 



I have written a book about communism in America and how to 
fight It which is entitled blasters of Deceit. ” This book was written with the 
ho- e tftrt it •voc*v» ijc an c*' < iy-to-i’. ,, r , d prime; for L**v.'rnt£ and others who are 
interested in learning about the communist i.emce. You can probably get a 
cony from your loon; library. 

Ir.oon uch as this Bureau did not prepare or disseminate the Air 
Foi ce tanual, I cannot be of assistance to you. II 1c suggested that you corre- 
spond directly rdtli the A ir Force regarding it. Included in the material I am 
. fox war din? are ievcr::l items relative to allegations made by a member of the 
• National Council of Churches against the House Un-American Activities Committee 
\-ami the 3 BI. — 
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Sincerely yours. 
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— /. / . . 

;lri rj-t*. A ^ / John Edgar Hoover 

Director 
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Enclosures (11) 

2 newspaper articles 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
God and Country or Communism? 

Struggle on a New Plane 

Introduction 3-60 LEB 6 17th National Convention, CP, USA * 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion __ 

Where Do We Stand Today With Communism in the US ? 

Communist Party, USA (Ave Maria) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Communist Target— Youth 



NOTE: Correspondent wrote & t^^u^ffi In 1954 rc^trdfhg the newspaper 
^Common Sense. " He was tkaafced fo«ftto interest in writing. (105-9621-161) 
-CoQespondent f 6 name is not being added to the Special Correspondents^lgist 
sts a "blanket” approval to reprint any material he*ec3B. 




a 



Febr. 7, 1961 

: 

F ' 

. r . 

Irr. J. Edgar Hoover 

F.B.I. 

tfcshington, D.C. 



Dear Sir, 

, ^ Tliis is to express to you ny sincere e-n-nre elation for the 

wonderful work you are doing in guarding our lend against Com- 
munism. Kem ut> the good work. 

J have been asked to prerare a special, authentic reoort for 
our pezt Church Board meeting on ] larch 6. I will appreciate onv 
JS - 7 yu ce ? r P e by " ay of *l£curcented evidence of Communist 

in ^ cri ? 3 » especially in those cases where it has in- 
filtrated our Churcnes, or the national Counci l of Churches. 

Council of Churches has advocated 
the abolition of the House Un-Anericon Activities Committie^ Do 
you have copies of tiie controversial Air Force Manual that would be 
e veil-olc tc us? Are the charges inode in tLe Ifenuel euthentic ? 

I ycuid appreciate nn early answer to there cuestions along 
wlua surges •/ 3. ons as to how we should proceed to guard ero.inst in- 
** <r_tion in our local cona-iunities. Do you have books that you 
have personally written on the subject, how much are thev, end where 
may t:e secure then? ' 6 






; e are also interested in forming a Christian Patriots orroniso- 
tior- an cur community to function end r study t rcu-n. - fe woiOd l»e 
hBT-uv to receive at any time news of late developments that we 
should know about. I would like to be free to discuss end publish 
any and a-] rateriels received. Thank you very much. 




c 



1 - Mr. AlO 




February 20, 1J>61 



1 have receive.! you*: letter JuteJ February !*, 
lAl t 4ii)j your kinJ comments <ure inlccJ appreciate.!. 

‘'bile 1 wo'il ! like tn be of assistance, the 

jnrisjiction am! responsibilities of the FBI, strictly 
».rs investigative agency of the Fc ter*! Coverwuen i , .lo 
not ex ten J to furnishing cvul'i • lions or cor:r.cnts 
cone * I'iiin" the character or iiit-.*;ri'i ly nf any in ’iviJnal 
r:»vjiir« tion oi publication. * *’ 



_ . . 1 ,V r: M,r « y? u "ill un Jerstan i Use necessity 

for Inis policy an ! will not infer th r we do or Jo not 
«-vc in o'.ir files the information yon Jcsirc. 

1 an enclosing some literature concerning the 
r/r.act of corrunisr , avujlnblr for rc::?r l lv, trillion 
oy is.c * *»i , w’l'icii you v.^y 1 i I; * * .#) • 
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Sincerely yours. 



John L.l ur i-oovcr 
Dirfc.or 

c* .• 
/( 
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I.'lTii or: VLLljOli: 



niivil^s contain no idontifi 'Me references to 
correspondent. ConosponUtiH is concerned over the rains 
or coipinnisn in the US particularly in the religious field, 
lie questions the reliability of sources vhich indicate 
cor, muni st infiltration "into religious circles " particularly 
tl».c ha vional Council of Churches. He requested information 
regard i nr* this infiltration and expresses a v/ish to. expose it. 

For the pact several years, allegations h**vc been 
made by a number of people, including some clergymen, that 
the Rational Council 01 Churches of dhrist (IiCCC) has been 
infiltrated by communists. Although no investigation has 
been conducted by the Bureau; we have kept abreast of 
Cr efforts to infiltrate this organization through our 
investigations of the CP. It does not appear that the CP is 
dictating the policies of the IXCC today. (10C-5CC69) 

lh / ' foJ loving. material was forwarded to the 
co-respondent : 



1. « j ho Communist Menace: Rod Goals and Christian 

Ideals" 

2. "God and Country or Communism?" 

3. "Corrnnr.ism: The Bitter Bneny of Religion" 

-i. "One nation’s Response to communism" 
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Mr* J* Edgar Hoover, Dlreotor, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington', D*C* 

Dear Mr* Hoover: 

As a Minister, I have been greatly disturbed lately 
over the progress of Communism In the thlted States, 
especially the headway it seems to be Baking In the 
field of religion* 

I have access to several sourses of information 
concerning Cemmwilst infiltration into religious 
circles, especially Into the'Natlonal Cornell Of 
Churches* I am wondering how reliable all of this 
information is, however* 

I wonder If you could furnish me some information 
concerning Commmlst infiltration into religion in 
America, or if you oould suggest some reliable 
sourses of this information* I feel this thing 
needs to be exposed, but Z want genuine proof to 
back up what I say* 

I will be grateful for iay assistance you can give 
me in this matter* Please accept my gratitude for 
the work the F.B.I* is doing in tsraasklng the ungodly 
and despotic threat of Communism* 
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Dear 




Your letter of February 12, 1961, has been 
received, and I wish to thank you for your good wishes. 

. 4 

Although I would like to be of service, the 
FBI is an Investigative agency of the Federal Government 
and, as such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions 
as to the character or integrity of any organization, publication 
or individual. I regret that! am unable to help you and hope 
that you will not infer in this connection either that we do or 
that we do not have data in our files relating to the subject 
of your inquiry. 
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Enclosed is some material dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest to you. 
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COMM-FBl 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Eti.fjrir u r.1 -r 



S* 



John Edgar Hoover/ 
Director _ 7 
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Enclosures (C) 

God and Country or Communism? / . .vP* ] : 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion '/ *• 

The Communists Are After Our Minds i i !%/-/ 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Where Do We Stand Today With Communism In The United States 
One Nation's Response to Communism 

RWE:dmk(3) ; lAj k' V-'t /'A 8EE N0TE NEXT PAGE) 
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NOTE: No record could be located in Bullies identifiable with 
correspondent. For a number of years allegations have been 
made by a number of people to the effect that the National Council 
of Churches- of Christ (NCCC) has been infiltrated by communists. 
Although the Bureau has never conducted an investigation of the 
NCCC, we have kept abreast of the efforts of the C ommuni st Party 
to Infiltrate this organization. It does not appear from the information 
we have developed that the Communist Party is dictating the policies 
of the NCCC. (100-50869) 
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Feb 12, 1961 



Dear Mr Hoover, 

_ 4 a The Dallas Morning News recently ran your articles on 

Christianity & Communism and the M were of gre at interest and help / 
to me. Our Sunday School class or ■■■■■Presbyterian Church / 
is studying^is using "A Christian’ fflan8BooTon Communism” put' * 
out by The National Council of The uhurches of Christ in The U. S. A. 

A friend said the Nat 1 Council was ’^Communist” or" at best "Communist 
infiltrated. " Also the Freedom Forum were "witch hunting. " What 
do your investigations show? Do you know these organizations to be 
Communist infiltrated? I had thought them to be above reproach. 

Could this just be adverse propaganda? 



Would surely appreciateany information on this. 

_ . , , 1 h °P e you continue in the best of health, Mr. Hoover. 

I know I feel safer knowing you are about our Country’s business. 
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February 15, 1961 
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Your letter was received on February 9, 1961. 

Although I would lik¥ to be of service, the functions 
and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal investigative agency 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions as 
to the character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will 
not infer either that we do or that we do not have in our files 
relating to the subject of your Inquiry. 

la view of your interest, I am enclosing material 
available for general distribution by this Bureau on the subject of 
communism. 

Sincerely yours. 




! u ; •' 



John Edgar lioover 
Director 




Enclosures (6) 

What You Can Do To Fight Qomfciuriism * 
Series from Christianity Today 
Cod and Country or Communism?, . 
Co mmunis m: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
Director's Speech 10-16-6$ r ' " 

One Nation's Response to Communism , 

/'Communist Target— Youth / 

i Expose of Soviet Espionage f A \ 
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2-15-61 



NOTE: For a number of years allegations have been made by a number 
*f people, including some clergymen, to the effect tbat the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ (NCCC) has been infiltrated by 
conun umsts. Although we have never conducted an investigation of 
the NCCC, as such, we have kept abreast of the efforts of the Communist 
Party, USA, (CPUSA) to infiltrate this organization through our over- 
all Investigations of the CPUSA and communist efforts to infiltrate mass- 
type organizations. It does not appear from the information we have 
developed that the CPUSA is dictating the policies of the NCCC today. ' 

(100-50869) 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I would sincerely appreciate any information 
you could mail to me pretaining to the members, leaders, 
aims, and viewpoints of the National Council of Churches* 
any and un-American activities of this organization. 



Sincerely, 
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Your letter of February 4, 11*01, wan 
recci\e.! &j Aj r » «»»)ov^r >/«s lea •* u' j t«ie cuy , 

lie asked that I advise yoii that the FBI has 
never made any public etalcaooi v.llli r aspect to communist 
pviictratlvG c» the or^aniasticn you mcntionO'** £\ Iso, the 
Jurisdiction and responsibilities ul the FBI do n.l oxter J 

to lUliUijttiiSV' *. lu i • * ♦. /<>.)..* <- i j " ijil* iilj, o.fr 

tr.iur. i r i <rt i.i-. .i .ij i: hi • • . .I. ..j • .i* ti-« . i 

* * i * - • 1 • •' •<« I •• p * 4 *. *■ 

L* . • »• . j . Wfc • . ««i, I A 1 v.. L«i . Hiw . . 

oiihc-r taai In rr V: .t •!•» i.-s: have i’nt* i;i ear 
relating to the subject ot y:mr inrarry. 



i*r.clc.sed are seven.* Items iottnj forth 
Mr.- Hoover' c vievrs on comm uni -r* «Mch fcj ao’teU that 
i send you. C.\'J 



m/jlId v 



FE!< 1 0 1961 

OiWM-Fd 



•line ,rj]y 5 ours, 
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Ileleu a. Gandy 
Secretary 
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ZiZ . NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of the correspondent. For a number of 
— / (J Jfears allegations have been made by a number of people. Including some 

_ w /f # 

HI j JMMrncr * Next page. 

A ... A \\’V 

„o J ' 






NOTE: continued 

2f7 y 5 en * to - tte cffect that the National Council, of the Churches of 
- _Cnrl8t (NO CC) has been infiltrated by communists . Although we have* 
never conducted an investigation of the NCCC, as such, we have kept 
abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party, USA, (CPUSA) to 
infiltrate this organization through our over -all investigations of the 
CPUSA and communist efforts to infiltrate mass -type organizations. 
It does not appear from the information we have developed that the 
CPUSA is dictating the policies of the NCCC today. (100-50869) 



Enclosures 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

3-60 Intro to LEB with 17th National Convention CP USA 

Communist Illusion & Democratic Reality 

The American Legion speech 10-T8-60 

Communist Target — Youth 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 




& 




Trying to tell the intelHgensia that the F.B.I. 
and J . Edgar Hoover have evidence to Jhe effect that 
Communists have penetrated into the National Council 
of Churches is a losing proposition. They do not believe 
it. They think some one* sided crackpots are stirring up 
the issue. 

l- If we cannot quote you, we might as well quote 

; no one. 

I j Would you give me a statement on the above 

I proposition. Of course, all church groups could be in- 
cluded to some extenit. 

I will appreciate so much any consideration you 
give this request. 
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February 10, 1961 




I have received your letter dated 
February 2, 1961, and your* kind comment is 
appreciated. 



*n vn.. ♦K! hll0 i I rS d like *° be ®ssistance 
I? I,° , JS5° section and responsibilities 
of the FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity 
of ony individual , publication or organization. 

P re £l«ded from commenting on tho 
orgonijatron you mentioned; however, you should 

?«L lnf if that our files d0 or not contain 
information regarding this organization. 



I an enclosing some literature, available 

irzzzi VoV^ Xion by ,he mi - W 
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Sincerely yours, 
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John Edgar Hoover. : •* 
Director 
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IOTE ON TELLW ; 

I 

Correspondent congratulates the Director 
on tne rino job he Is doing in exposing subversive . 
elements* She states it has been called to her 
attention that the national Council of Churches is 
a communist front organization and inquires if we can 

Jj*5 ni8h proof of this. Bufiles contain no Identifiable 
information concerning the correspondent* 

_ _ *®. have received allegations for a number of 

TSS£?\*5 a * J he Council of the Churches of Christ 

jHCCC) has boon Infiltrated by conmunlsts* Ife have not 
investigated this organization: however, we have kept 
J^reast of tho efforts of the lortmunist Party (CP) to 
infiltrate this organization through ourovef-all 
investigations of tho CP. It does not appear that the 

(100-50869) tlnfl the pollc * os °*.thi« organization today*. • . 



4. The following items of literature were furnished 

the correspondent: 

1* "Conmunist Target - Youth* 

2* "America - Freedom's Champion" 

3* "One Xation's Response to Connunism" 

4 • Reprint from "FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin,” 
march, i960* *To All Law Enforcement Officials” 

5* "Khat You Can Do To Fight Communism and Preserve 
America” 






- J. bdgar Hoover 

* Federal - Bureau of Investigation 
uashington 25# L>. C. 

Dear iir. Hoover: 

I I would like to congratulate you on the fine job you are doing in 
j exposing subversive elements, ^ 

it has been called to my attention that tho^ Rational ..Qouncil_ of 
Churciua-is a Communist Front organization,* Can you give me' any 
"proof of this? 

I would certainly appreciate a prompt reply, tfiank you. 









/ 








Your letter was received on January SI, 1961, 
and I want to tnank you sincerely for your thoughtful message 
concerning the work being done by the FBI. 



In response to your request, it is a pleasure to 
enclose a copy of my remarks before the National Convention 
of The American Legion last October, together with other 
publications on the subject of communism available for general 
distribution by this Bureau which you may find of interest. 



a* 




With reference to your other inquiry, I must E 

inform you that the function and responsibilities of the FBI do l — t % 
not extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions as ~ 
to the character or integrity of any organization, pu blica ti on ° 

or individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope r 

you will not infer in tills connection either that we do or that 
we do not have related data in our files. 
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Sincerely yours, 

3. f dgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Director’s Speech 10-18-60 < y- 

Introduction - March 1960 - LEB & 17th National Convention OP^tjSA 
One Nation's Response to Communism *.\ •' y 

Expose of Soviet Espionage «\ # / \r£< * v 
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NOTE: Correspondent 1 b not identifiable in Buf lies. For a number of years 
allegations have been made by a number of people, including some clergymen, 
to the effect that the National Council of the Churches of Christ (NCCC) has 
been infiltrated by communists. Although we have never conducted an 
investigation of the NCCC, as such, we have kept abreast of the efforts of the 
Communist Party, USA, (CPUSA) to infiltrate this organization through our 
over-all investigations of the CPUSA and communist efforts to infiltrate mass- 
type organizations. It does not appear from the information we have developed 
that the CPUSA is dictating the policies of the NCCC today. (100-50869) 










Jan. 27th 1961 

Mr* J*. Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

I thank God for a man like you and wish we had more 
■en like you in this country. 

My family and myself pulled away from our church and 
•everalof our friends vent with us, because they were going 
with the National Council .of Churches, we understand that tha 
fronts of this group are Communist, and we wont no part* of it. 

Do you have anything on thief 

Would you send me a copy of the address you gave at the 
last American Legion Convention. 



« 













//■ i ' — *]To '^/ . 



February 3, 
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Dear 




I have received the letter from you and your 
husband dated January 2G, 1061, and the interest which 
prompted you to write is appreciated. 

The jurisdiction and responsibilities of the 
FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any Individual! 
publication or organization. I regret that I am unable to 
help you and hope that you will not infer in this connection 
either that we do or do not have data in our files relating 
to the subject of your inquiry. 

In view of your concern, f am enclosing 
some material which you may wish to read. 
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Sincerely yours. 



... < 



W 



v John Edgar Hooker 
' Director,^ 

Enclosures (t) *V 

God and Country or Communism & 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
17th National Convention & Intro. 3-60 
Communist Party, USA 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target — Youth 
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NOTE: Correspondents are not identifiable in Bufiles. For a number 
— of years allegations have been made by a number of people to the 
_ .. effect that thOTfotional Council of Churches of ChrisnNpjCC) has been 

’ % 1 ~ (NOTE CONT. NEXT PAGE) 
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NOTE: (cont.) 




2 - 3-61 




infiltrated by communists. Although the Bureau has never conducted 
an investigation of the NCCC, we have kept abreast of the efforts of 
the Communist Party to infiltrate this organization. It does not 
appear from the information we have developed that the Communist 
Party is dictating the policies on the NCCC today. 






2 




• ° 

TRUE COPY 




Fedreal Bureau Investg. 
Washington DC. 

Dear sir, 



We are a newly organized Reformed Church 
in have to make a decision whether to join in 

with the organization and activities of the National Council 
of Churches which operates also on a statewise and local 
level. Many of our members are opposed to it because of 
the statements they have read & reports heard from such 
men is Billy Harges that the National Council is directed 
& managed by men who are wording in the hands of 
communism. However, if the'Nationai Council is truly 
working for the good of Christianity and Freedom we as 
well as most of our constituency want to join in the great 
world movement. Could you give us some honest facts & 
clear statements about the Rational Council 6 its management 
so that we may know if and when we join, that we are not 
playing in the hands of communism. If some of the statements 
made on radio 6 in print regarding the National Counci^r^ 
true, I doubt very much that any of our churches inflHj^^p 
would want to belong to it. As it is most of them do rclong 
to Fed. Council. However many of us wonder how so many 
insinuations on their N. Council's communistic leanings ' 
can be made openly if there is not a grain of truth to it. 

Very sincerely, 




P. S. I have already written inquiries of this kind into the leaders 
of our denomination but they discount any insinuations against 
the National Council. As a denomination we already belong to it. 
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Your letter was received on January 23, 1061, and 
I can appreciate your deep concerh about the communist menace. 
£ ^. 1 ° sed , are Publications which you may find of assistance, and ^ 
addiUon^ copies of these reprints can be sent you without charge. 



<5>' 
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to r * 8 Pon»e to your Inquiry, the fUm, "Operation 

Abolition, is sponsored and distributed by the Un-American Activities 
Committee of the United States House of Representatives, and this 
Bureau had no connection with its preparation. As a matter of 
policy, we cannot, therefore, make any comments with respect to 
it. May I suggest that you consider contacting the Committee directly 
to this regard in Room 225, Old House Office BuUding, Washington 25, 

I am including to the material forwarded a copy of 
Communist Target— Youth, " a detailed account prepared by this 
Bureau of the highly organized tactics employed by the Communist 
Rarty to the California demonstrations against the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities. An analysis of this report will show it 3 
purpose was not to defend the activities of the House Committee nor 
does it cast doubt on the motivation or loyalty of American youth. It 
is intended rather as urgent encouragement to young people to learn 
the true nature of this malevolent threat, and, armed with that knowl- x 
edge, to resist being duped into unlawful and tin thinking a c ti on . 
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- With reference to your other inquiry, the juris- 
diction and responsibility of the FBI does not extend to furnishing 
•valuations or comments concerning the character or integrity 
of any organization, publication or individual. I regret tint I am 
unable to help you and hope you will not infer either that we do 
or that we do not have data in our files relating to the group you 
named. 



. Sincerely yours. 





Dm Edrj.ir Wo'-vor 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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God and County or Communism? 

Director's speech 10-18-60 

Press Release 12-22-60 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

Communist Menace: Red Goals & Christian Ideals 

Communist Target— Youth 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. For a number of 
years allegations have been madf'by a number of people, including some 
clergymen, to the effect that the Nationa l Council of the Churches of Christ 
(NCCC) has been infiltrated by com muni sis. Although we have never con- 
ducted an investigation of the NCCC, as such, we have kept abreast of the 
efforts of the Communist Party, USA, (CPUSA) to infiltrate this organization 
through our over-all investigations of the CPUSA and communist efforts to 
infiltrate mass -type organizations. It does not appear from the information 
/inn r C developed ***** toe CPUSA is dictating the policies of the NCCC today. 
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January 17# 1961 



J. Ed par Hoover 

Faderal Bureau of Investigation 
Justioe Department 
Washington# D. C. ’ 

Osar Sirs 

Incalculable harm is being done in our area by a film which is being dis- 
tributed and shown by church, school and oivio groups. The film is en- 
titled "Operation Abolition", and deals with the student demonstrations of 
May 1960 against the House Un-«roerican Activities Committees refusal to 
publish sources of it6 information aboulT'porsons subpoenaed to testify pub- 
licly in a San Pranolsco hearing. The students were exercising their law- 
ful right as oitizena, and had taken eareful precautions against being in- 
filtrated ty communists. They were# according to the news releases, pro- 
voked beyond their ability to maintain their self-imposed discipline, and 
some nasty inoidents with the police followed. I am sure you are already 
well aware of the details. 

t 

My eoncern is not in defense of the students. They apparently did what 
they should not have done. 



My concern is the film. According to several documented sources (i.e.# the 
HUAC ohief investigator for the west ooast# the San Francisco Chroniole# 
the Oakland Tribune and the Hew York Times) the film contains several ln- 
acouracies and distortions which leave a false and dangerous impression. 

Its effect upon some audienoes in our state often are fbsoistio. This can- 
not be true Americanism. 



The oonmittees refusal to publish sources of lnfarmtlon about people who 
are subpoenaed seems to me to be a violation of decenoy and fbir play. 
Unsubstantiated charges by undocumented eouroes is a smear taotic that does 
more harm to our American way of life than most of the people who are hauled 
before the Committee. 



If this tactic should reach .na.1or proportions in our country it would foroe 
■any to have to ohoose between Connunism and Faseism# neither of which are 
• compatible with our American ideal of free, demooratio and representative 

Many of us who minister on oWlf of Christ's Church find ourselves in "hot 
with some citizens who have been provoked fg the film. 

— are on the "firing line" here in East Texas where the film is bo- 



oster" 
Since 



ing shown with some 'surprisingly fhoistie rosultsywe m ld you w l e as e do 

.tey*. it »•; 



v »:»: i 1 




the c ourtesy of sending me any information you have ooncernii* the fil* 
flea it been dootored to give a false impression* or not? If so* would 

h ” th ' m " *• • ait " 1 *• »»»t u »oti n 

Secondly, I would like to have a word from you with regard to the 

2 t^bJ lliTri IJs **?* t9,i °^ 9a * V”*™ who seem to 

T?r,« d * bout the basic purpose of the HCC leave the impres- 

•ion that the organisation is a Communist front enterprise. *** 

JJy entire o aggregation is presently involved in a study of "What We 

Hill c^tli < h^in° n!nUni ?; BW * and y ° Ur h8lp in the two otters above 
Irres^iMv^ l £ 08 * We a r? es P eciall y «®6«r not to "brand” someone 

wa.T t ood y ; TO ;L:”/ q “* Uy easer t0 be,r • «•“ •* 



Sine 








Your letter of January 16, 1001, has been received, 
and it was indeed kind of you to comment so favorably concerning 
my administration of this Bureau. ~ fc* 

cl * 

In response to your inquiry, on occasions I have z '• r> 

made statements concerning the efforts of the Communist Party . . ™ ^ 

to infiltrate our religious institutions. These statements have 03 E H 
been concerned with the over-ail communist program of attempt- 1 ^ 
Ing to infiltrate all mass-type organizations which, of course, include * 
our churches. You might desire to obtain a copy of my book, "Masters 2 
of Deceit," from your public library. On pages 324-326, you will 
find my position on this matter further detailed. 



I mrni t 

t < ‘ I regret that I am unable to be of further assistance 

'/ to you concerning the matter of your inquiry. In carrying Put its 

* Investigative responsibilities, the FBI does not make evaluations 

' / draw conclusions as to the character or Integrity of any organ! - 
I . v nation, individual or publication. I hope that you will not infer in 
* this connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our 
\|y ' * files relating to the subject of your inquiry. I am enclosing some 
< literature which may be of interest to you. 5** 
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Sincerely yours. 
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Director's speeches of 10-3*60, 10-18-60 
Series from Christianity Today 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
Communist Target— Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 



NOTE: Bufiles contain nc inform 




For a number of years, allegations have been made to the effect that the 
National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) has been infiltrated by 
communists. Although the Bureau has never conducted an investigation of 
the NCCC, we have kept abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party to 
infiltrate this organization. It does not appear from the information we have 
developed that the Communist Party Is dictating the policies of the NCCC 
today. ‘ 
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January 16, 1961 



m 

O 



kr. J. Ldgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

;7a shin f ton, D. C. 

Tear kr. Hoover: 



V 






I ieel that this letter is an imposition on your Halted time, 
but I feel that it is important. / • . $ * y 

There have been/rany charges and accusations of communism being 

mane against tnc^l* a t i o na 1 Council of Churches and various ministers 

of outstanding -leadership. ~ ’ * ‘ 

r. 

These accusations have sifted down to some very sincere people within ^ 
the local churches who have becore greatly disturbed about communism 
among the men of the Christian ministry. Some literature was brought 
to my attention about Dr. Raul Lehman of Harvard University who is 
t;o lecture at Austin Seminary in Austin, Texas, sometime next month. 
j.ne substance of the material is that he has communistic views, and 
he is not a fit person tc address the students of our colleges and m 
seminaries. 

c. 

I feel that you could do a great service to the people of the ChristiarH 
cnurch and to us ministers who respect the integrity of men in our 1 “ 
profession if you could give some pertinent facts about the r 

national Council of Churches and the general charges made about the 
^Christian ministry so far as communism or communistic tendencies 
are concerned. 

% 

Way I add my personal appreciation to you for the greet servjce you 
have rendered your country in these past many years. In a time 
when festapo and Secret Police, etc., have been prevalent throughout 
t:.f. world, it has been a privilege for us Anericans to have had a 
i roan of your integrity as head of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 



Thanking you for your kindness, I remain 



Cordially yours, 



% 
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Office Mem. rtMclum • united s..iws government 



V TO I /Director, FBI (100-50869) 



DATE: 1/23/61 



: Legat, Tokyo (105-1021) 



subject. ‘ CHINESE COMMUNIST IBFILTRATION 
OF NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
IS — CH 

Remylet 1/3/61. 





As soon as received, thF material will be furnished 
to the Bureau. 
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January 23, 1961 



Your letter of January 13, 1961, ha 3 been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 



Enclosed is some material dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest to you. 



Sincerely yours, 



M/ir* 



I -I.VIV-V:' 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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’ God and Country or Communism? 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

1=59 jAif9? 8 < ? '? t * Soviet Esplona « e 

• ftOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
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true cop* 





Dear Mr. Hoover; 

I suppose you have recdeved a lot of letters like 
mine, and truely, I do not want to be a trouble maker. But I 

™ l ™'? t in “y own heart about the accusation against. 
The National Council of Churches. 



"The World Daylg^Prayt 

Feb. 17, 1961. In our town of Churches are going 



^er" is to be held on 



a ^ vuuiwica are going 

PU \°~ a worshi P Program. Half of the offering goes 
to The National Council of Churches. 6 * 

g I ar n i° r this year president of our church group 

( omens Fellowship) which is a missionary study group, and in a 
responsible position to see that our Churches part goes well. 

t h ava *.iu ,, * feel 1 f annot give m s my support if it is Communist, 

i ! my minister and expressed my feelings. He says 

I will be a trouble maker, by asking questions and exciting people 
over something that is not true, and I fully realize this. 

I know Communism works on your minds, and in 
no way do I want to further there work. 



what is false. 



Please, can you help me to know what is truth and 



Thank you, 



Yi 
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1 - Mr. Siapson 

January 18, 1961 
REGISTERED 
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I have received your letter postmarked 
January 9, 1961, and your Interest in writing to me 
is appreciated. 

.... Ihile I would like to be of assistance, the 
jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not 
extend to furnishing evaluations or consents concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, publi- 
cation or organization. I am precluded, therefore, 
from commenting in any manner concerning the organi- 
zation you mentioned. b 



There are enclosed several items of literature 
concerning the menace of communism available for general 
distribution by the FBI which you nay like to read. 
There is no charge for this material and I am, therefore 
returning your personal check, Humber 220, dated 
January 9, 19G1, in the amount of $1, payable to this 
Bureau, which you so thoughtfully enclosed with your 
letter. * 



ebon . 



tUnonf _ 
■Uohos . 
t Loach , 



rGutre . 
Down 






Sincerely yours. 



MAILED 25 

j/.i ! j : 

COMMfBI 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE ON YELLOW: 



Correspondent, in a rather lengthy letter, 
discusses a controversy within her Methodist Church 
involving the dismissal of a man and his wife who had 
been heads of a home for the aged, there is no 
allegation of communism concerning their dismissal 
and correspondent has apparently referred to it to Indicate 

t 5 e *? isi i lusion “ cnt °* the chux *ch members with the beads 
of the church. She requests, however, that the Bureau 
furnish her with "any and all factual information con- 
cerning the National Council of Churches and the true 

basic beliefs and operation^ thereof." 

* 

Buflles contain no identifiable Information 
concerning the correspondent . 

. _ A For a number of years allegations have been 

made by/*vnumber of- people, including some clergymen, to 

t ? at the * ati ® nal Council, of the Churches of 
Christ (NCCC) has been infiltrated by communists. 

Although we have never conducted an investigation of 
the NCCC, as such, we have kept abreast of the efforts 
of the Communist Party, USA, (CPUSA) to infiltrate this 
organization through our over-all investigations of 
the CPUSA and communist efforts to Infiltrate mass-type 
organizations. It does not appear from the information 
we have developed that the CPUSA is dictating the 
policies of the NCCC today. (100-50869) 

following items of literature were sent 
to the correspondent : 



1. "Communist Target - Youth." 

"What You Can do to Fight Communism and 
Preserve America." 

3. "America - Freedom's Champion." 

4. "One Nation's Response to Communism." 

5. "Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality." 
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January 16, 1661 







D.-ar 




Your lcttor postmarked January G, 1961, 
has been received, and your generous remark Is sincerely 
appreciated* 



While I would like to be of assistance, the 
1*31 is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Govern- 
ment and as such does not furnish evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. I hope you will not infer either 11 
tiiat we do or do not have information relative to your inquiry. UD 



Enclosed Is some material dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest 
to you. 



t \\ 



T*lson . 
Uahv __ 



hthmal - 
Callahan , 
Loach . 



IfrGvIr* , 



MAILED 9 I 

JAN1 G 19f>i I 

COMM-ni J 



Sincerely yours, 

X fdf’nr Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures (6) 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
17th National Convention CP, USA 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
J0-1B-60 Speech Jfo'. S 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism i /*\ , V V (/ 
Expose of Soviet Espionage y 

^ No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am deeply Interested in the National Council 
of Churches in the United States. If there is Communist 
infiltration in said Council, will you please send information 
on such to: 




"Thank You" for any material you may send to me. 



May God richly bless you in your work. 



/ 






« i y/ V Jjju^ 

rj a.. 

MM** . 

r « * s. * /? ' +// AJtJL* 



i^a ^j$*~ 









Your letter of January 9, 19C1, has been 
received, and I certainly appreciate your comments • 
regarding the work being done by this Bureau. 



This Bureau does- not prepare or maintain a 
list such as you described. You may obtain a list of organi- 
zations which have been cited by the Attorney General 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450 by writing to the Sub- 
versive Organizations Section, Internal Security Division, 

U. S. Department of Justice, Washington 25, D. C. 

/ 

The FFI is strictly an investigative agency 
of the Federal Government and does not furnish evaluations 
or comments regarding the character or integrity of any 
organization, publication or individual. Information in our 
files is maintained as confidential and available only for 
official use. I hope you will not, however, infer that we do 
or do not have information regarding the organization you 
mentioned. In vie 7 / of your interest, I am enclosing some 
material on the general subject of communism which is 
available for distribution. 
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Tolson , 



P mnon» m 
Bclaonl . 
Callahan . 
Os Loach 
Melons _ 
McGott* . 
Rosen 



Trot let - - 

V.C. Sallivan 
Tsl».*oo»_ 
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Enclosures (6) 
Listed next page 

,SAW:jka j (3) ' 



Goody . 






/ < 



Sincerely yours, 

B. Erirnr Hoov-*r;. . *•* 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures {6) 

God and Country or Communism 
Bow to fight communism 
Struggle on a New Plane 

Where do we stand today with communism in the U. S. 

Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals 
Communist Party, USA 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. For a number 
of years allegations have been made by a number of people to the 
effect that th ^National Council. of. Churches_of_Chri^t_£NCCC) has 
been infiltrated by communists. Although the Bureau has never 
conducted an investigation of the NCCC, we have kept abreast of the 
efforts of the Communist Party to infiltrate this organization. It 
does not appear from the information we have developed that the 
Communist Party is dictating the policies on the NCCC. 
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January 9, 1961 



l 



\ 
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hr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington) D. C. 

Bear Kr. Hoover: 

We woy]d greatly anpreciate yonr sending us a list of Communist 
front organizations in this country. 

We would also like to have a report of the Comuni st activities 
of the National Council of Churches and a list of clergymen who 
are known members of Communist controlled organizations* 

\ We have been members of The Methodist Church for twenty years, 

I (also members of the Church Board), and believe ve are seeing 
| evidence of communism in our literature and from our ministers. 

« 

Ve would like to have this information so that we as a Church 
might be ?ore alert to the Communist threat to the United States. 

Wc have the greatest respect and admiration for the services 
which you have rendered our country. 




1 - fir. Farrow 



January 13 , 1961 



KE.C-1* 

/•■• /; 
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Your letter dated January 1, 1961, has 
been received and 1 have noted your kind comments. 



In response to your inquiries, I must 
advise that the jurisdiction and responsibilities 
of the FIJI do not extend to fumishinr evaluations 
or co.nents concerning the character or intensity 
of any individual, publication or organization. 

The FIJI is strictly an investigative ajjency of the 
Federal Government and, as such, docs not issue . 
clearances or none lea ranees, 1 1 ^ 

m ^ 

In view of your interest in the nennee of 
corruinism, 1 an enclosing sonc material on thirf***? 
topic which you nay like to read. rr 

© 

Sincerely yours, 4 








John Fd; nr hoover 
hi rector 
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Correspondent states that he has received 

15 ^ ich . conp ins charges tliat the National 
Council of Churches is infiltrated by the communists. 

re ^ rd » he refers to the "Dan Snoot Report" 
and literature received from Circuit Riders, Incorporated 
Correspondent states he has the highest regird for the ' 
•JH* dc \ no , t ? c Dirc ?tor and expresses the hope 

■w*! 11 ! 13 w ? r * : wi 'l continued under the new administration. 
Bufilcs contain no identifiable data concerning correspondent. 

For a number of years allegations have 
been made by a number of people, including some clergymen 

It Ch?ifi f 5S?r?? a ; th £ National Council o? 

(NCCC) has been infiltrated by communists. 

*rrr 0U ££ «Lll avc n f ver f conduc tcd an investigation of the 
NCCC, as such, we hove kept abreast of the efforts of the 

Communist Party, USA (CPUSA) to infiltrate this organization ‘ 
through our over-all lives tigat ions of the CPUSA ana 
communist efforts to infiltrate mass- type organizations. 

*iia+ 0 S£« n rDtTc? P 4 ar j^ roin incarnation we have developed 
that the CPUSA is dictating the policies of the NCCC * 

toda y- (100-50-69) ' 



fnrnicwi I£ e items of literature were 

furnished to the correspondent. 

1. "Cod and Country or Communism?" 

2. "Communist Illusion and Democratic 

Reality." 

from "F3I Law Enforcement 



Reprint from "F3I Law Enforcement 
^ in** F’arcli , 1 96C, with "An Analysis 
of the 17th National Convention of the CPUSA." 
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NOTE CONTINUED PAGE THREE 










_QTE OK YELLOW FPO M PAGE TWO 



i- “ -Freedom's Champion." 

5. "»yiiat You Can Do To Fight Communism 
and Preserve America." 
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Hr. J. Fdgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Hr. Hoover: 



K . . . Recently I have seen literature charging that 
tl.c National Council of Churches ds heavily infiltrated hv 
Comunisti possibly to the extent that it is essentially 
dominated by them. Sources which 1 have read or seen ouoted 

inr *3 r'' tn ? noo I. ne f:Srt of Dallas. Texas and Cirwi? Sid^s. 
Cincinnati, Ohio, among otfiers. As a Ncthodist 

J*ic^ n, *I? Cse charges are extremely disturbing to ne. If 
iiI?!!A* tbcy are very damaging to the churches involved. 

t 5® refo f e are actually aiding Communism, 
*£* ??♦ *j 0t ^i r hand, there is any truth in them whatever 
the situation is more serious than most people in this * 
country can even imagine. v p 



. . Can you please tell me what truth, if env there 

is m these charges? I realize ;you cannot divulge Informati 
conccrnm;: specific individuals, but ncrhJps yo.i can -i™ 
ne some general information on the subject. If the charges 

2i C Jr , S* I i cc f tal ? ly want t0 d0 al1 that I can, os a TCmblr 
of our local church, to begin correcting the situation. 

„ . 1 have the highest regard for the work that vou 

and your organization have been doing in the field of 
CoiTOimisn. and certainly hope that you will be allowed to 

5his i ??HJ t «?^ ba I C ? Undc ? thc odministration. 01 'To me, 
against Communist subversion is ovcr./helminriv 

2?K«. f !K!r tant i ' h ? n ch, ’ sln ^ la,ri rockctccrsTor anyoTthe 
other duties winch your organization performs so well. 

Very truly yours, 

/s/1 
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January 10, 1901 



ten M 1 Jl *&mr? ' ' ~ (3> r-i N0TE: No , record Bu »«es identifiable with 

JxvAN 1*^1 tox/tt TELETm: UN,T C3 correspondent. 



Dear , 

i *u a . Your letter January 2, 1061, has been received 
and the Interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. * 

. * 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is 
“ Investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I 
regret that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer 
in this connection eitner that we do or that we do not have data in 
our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is some material dealing with the general 
subject of communism, some of which contains suggestion? as to 
what we Americans can do. 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures (7) 

Communist Illusion & Democratic Reality 
Cnie Nation's Response to Communism 
3-60 LEB Introduction & 17th Convention 
Director's speech 10-18-60 
*faat You can do to Fight Communism 
Communist Target— Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
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January 2, 1961 



Ur« J. Edgar Hoover 

Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Internal Security Division 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sin 

. ' / 
t 

T/ould you ploase tell ne if the National Council 

- . 

cf Churohes has been investigated for possible Counau 1st 
infiltration? If it has^ what has been dono to correct this 
s it utvt ion? 

family has been IJsthodist church nenberc for 
many years. However, it seems that some Methodist leadors 
in the United States have been not too uns} float he tio to 
the Comnunist movement. If this is so. # we do not oare to 
belong to or to support tuoh a group. Will you plea?* con- 
firm this deplorable situation if it is so. How can we 
fight this growing monaoe in our country? 



Thank you for any information you may bo able 




,.ro 
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1 - Mr .Harrow 
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January 5, 1961 



Dear^^HHH 

Your letter dated December 19 , I960, has 
been received, and I have noted your kind comments. 

In response to your inauiry. I ■’pj . . 

advise that information in our f *l c | * s 
as confidential and available only, for ® sc 

§ sL%s«r“ 

s'i“j;wsra«ni , ri!Ks.!5s 

you desire. ■ 

In view of your interest in the menace of 
communism, I am enclosing some llj er jj“ rc on this 
topic which may be of assistance to you. 

Sincerely yours. 



Enc. 46) 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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MOTE ON YELLOW: 

Correspondent asks , "Has your organization inJUs wort v 
found that the National Council of Churches, or the Methodist Church, 
aid* and abets the communist cause?” Correspondent states that he has 
vrneoi on several occasions, his senators and representatives 
sueSstlng nore effective laws to curb communism. He states that he 
haswat admiration for the Director and asked if there is any course 
of action ordinary citizens can take with regards to the communist 
menace. Bureau files contain no identifiable data concerning the 
correspondent. 

In view of the controversial nature of correspondent’s^ 
inquiry and since he asked specifically for information contained in 
our files, it is believed that the above reply will best serve the 
interest of the Bureau. Furthermore, it is believed that literature 
being furnished to the correspondent will answer his question 
concerning action that can be taken by ordinary citizens in fighting 
communism. 

The National Council „of . the Churches of Christ has not been 
investigated by the Bureau and there is no indication in Bureau files 
that the CP is dictating the policies of this organization. 
Allegations have been made by a number of people including some 
clergymen to the effect that the National Council of the churches 
of Cnrist has been infiltrated; by communists. (100-50869) 

The Methodist Church has not been the subject of a Bureau 
investigation. The following items of literature were sent to the 
correspondent: 



1 . 

2 . 

3 . 

4. 







"What You Can Do To Fight Communism And Preserve 
America.” 

Reprint from "FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin," March, 1960, • 
with ”An Analysis of the 17th National Convention of the f 
CP, USA.” 

* America - Freedom's Champion." 

"Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion." 



5. "God And Country Or Communism?” 

6. "Communist Illusion And Democratic Reality* 



t? 
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Federal bureau of Investigation 
Vachin.“too, L. 



•van 






Lear Sirs, 

I en g Kethooist and the Methodist Church is a member 
of the National Council of Churches. I have read 
that the National Council ©f Cberches Is opposed to 
the House Un-American Activities Committee and It 
al6o strongly supports the admleslon of F.ec Chine 
to the Uni tec Nations. 




Has your 
National 
a Id 3 anci 
thing in 



organization In itr^ work found thst the 
Council of Churches, or the Methodist ohurch, 
abets the com-iunl^t cause? If there is eny- 
my church that is soft ^toward Comv.unicm I 



want to help root it out. 

I h ve written to my Senators end Representatives 
s nu:ter of ti-.sr. in the psst tev years asking that 
a realistic attitude be taken ‘owerd ©omi-unism in his 
country and th^t lsws h/e passed to effectively cur*, 
their activities. I h.ve always felt that prison terms 
and fines ere no deterrent to a Communist bu. rather 
they are considered nothin:: more than sn occupational 
hazard . I have e3ked why legislation 
to deport comnunlsts tn Russia. I thin* this would 
very effective in dlecoureging communist proselyting. 

I have the creates/ edmlrtti-n for Chief J. Ed gsr Hoover 
and the FElT If there is eome course of action the 
organization would like for ordinary citizen* o trice, I. 
wo Id lik° to know it. 



I served my country in the second world war as a pilot 
end feel I hr-ve somewhat of a slake in my country. I 
don't like to see it fall by forfeit. 







>0 

1 - nr. SiAoii 






December 29, I960 




tear 

Your letter dated Dcocnbcr li>, 19o0, with 
its enclosure, has been received and your interest 
in cozBiunicatlns with ne is appreciated, 

„„ M &ssz s / siasauirs . » 

s.sje-s.'&kss's SSTj-S". 

organization or publication. 1 an «wMc, t.-creforc, 
to comply with your request for information. 

In viev/ of your interest in the Menace of 
conpmnis* to this country, I on. enclosinr soine 
literature on this topic which you maj like to read, 

I a a also return! nr. to you the 

envelope which you so thoughtfully enclosed v.ita 

your letter. 
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Sincerely yours. 



John ISdrar Hoover 
Director 
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fiftTT n* vn.LO'.i : 

K tionai r Council°of Churches 1 *©?** Christ 8 (bCCC)*ind^cat?nB 
in^caJcrship capacities have comnunist front 
records. She inquired if this is true. 

Dnfilcs indicate that in April. I960, correspondent 
requested information of the ^"au concernins 

she mentioned. 

For a nunber of years alienations have been made by 
a nunber of geffiH- ‘"cludinyone 

^•ISJSS ^Ptjafan ? fth| KCCC^honever. .e.have 

S cTn a 21c^|«fic« & & 

today. (100-50369) 

Correspondent enclosed a self-addressed stooped 
envelope, which is being returned to Iicr. 

The following itens of literature were sent to the 
correspondent: 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 



"Communist Tan'ct - Youth” 

asrsr ciiWs ~ 

Ancrica" 
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J. !i?"ar Hoover 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

In a newspaper column article dated Mar. M, 

I960 David Lawrence, under the heading "Arc the People 
Pci r." Told" quotes anonj; others Rep. Francis li. Walter, 
Chairman of the House Con on Un-American Activities ^ 
then quotes Richard Arrenda, Staff-Director of the 
Un-American Connittcc saying 

"Thus far of the leadership of the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in America we have fount, 
more than 100 persons in leadership capacities with 
either Communist- front records, or records of service to 
Communist causes. The aggregate affiliations of • the 
leadership, instead of be ire, in the hundreds, as the chair- 
man first indicated, is now. according to our latest 
count, into the thousands, u we nave yet to complete our 
chcc!., which would certainly suggest, on the basis of the 
authoritative sources of this committee, that the state- 
ment that there is infiltration of fellow travelers in 
churches i% educational institutions is a complete under- 
statement" 

Would you please tell me if this is true? 

I do not want to join any subversively influenced 
organization. 

Sincerely 
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December 27, 1960 










Your letter dated December 18, I960, has been 
received, and I have noted your kind comments. 

In response to your inquiry, I *ust advise that 
the Jurisdiction and responsibilities of the F3I do not 
« fumi shine evaluations or coo&cnts concerning 
tte i? iStcsHi“of any individual, publication 

or orSni ration. The Fill is strictly an investisative 
agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does not 
issue clearances or nonclearanccs. While I would like 
to ™ Sf SssiI?oncc to.you, I an unable to suggest a 
source fron which the infornation you desire con be 
obtained. 

In view of your concern regarding the communist 
ocnacc to our country. I an enclosing sonc material on 
this topic which nay be of interest to you. 
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Sincerely yours. 



Jolrn Edgar Uoover 
Director 
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WUTF ON YELLOW ; 

Correspondent refers to the March, i960, 

•FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin* and quotes as follows, 

•the communists have a savage plan for liquidation for 
a vanquished America .* Correspondent states this being 
the case, it is his opinion the churches should expose 
communism but they are still preaching togetherness and 
brotherhood, lie states with this thought in mind the 
people need to know to what degree the communists have 
Infiltrated our churches and particularly the National 
Council of Churches, lie asks if information concerning 
communist infiltration of the National Council is available 
and if so, where and how it cop be obtained. Correspondent 
congratulates the Director on the fine work he is doing 
and on his reappointment. Bufiles contain no identifiable 
data concerning the correspondent. 

allegations have been 
some clergymen, to 



For a number of years, allege 
made bv a number offreople, including some ucisj^ut 
the .fleet that thc^iutlonil Council of Churches of Christ 
(NCCC) has been infiltrated by communists. Although we 
have never conducted on investigation of the NCCC. suclii 
we have kept abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party 
(CP). USA to infiltrate this organization through our over- 
all investigations of the CPUSA and communist efforts to 
infiltrate mass-type organizations. It does ®EP® a *’ 
from the information wc have developed that the CPu&A is 
dictating the policies of the IXCC today. (100-50869) 

The following items of literature were sent to 
the correspondent: 

1. •Communism: The Bitter Eneaty of Religion." 

2. "God and Country or Communism? 

3. "Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality. 

4. Reprint from "FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin," 
March, 1960, with "An Analysis of the i7th National Convention 

of the CPUSA.* „ _ . . . _ - 

5. •What. You Can do to Fight Communism and 

Preserve America." 
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December 18,1960, Sunday 



J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investivation 
Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C. 



Dear Sir: 




From your Kerch 1,1960 bulletin to all law inforceroent 
officials may i quote, " the communists have a savage 
plan for liquidation for a vanquished America." 

Such being the case I would think- our churches most of 
all would be exposing the communist doctrine and its£ 
liquidation plan. ' * 

However, by and large, our churches still preach a - 
togetherness, brotherhood, and I quote from our own 
church bulletin this morhing, " Kay we learn the 
meaning of love and how to live in peace with all 
men everywhere." 

Theoretically this is fine; nevertheless unless we 
are misinformed, co-existence with the U.S.S.R. and 
communism is not possible nor compatible with the 
freedom our United States is based upon. 

With these thoughts in mind many church people need 
to know tc what degree there is coj’Biunist infiltration 
of our churches; particularly the riatlon al Cpuncil^iQf 
Chur ches. 

Is this information available to the 40,000,000 members 
of this National Council? Flease let us know where tend 
how it may be obtained. KtC- 9 /$C ~~~ 
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Sincerely yours, . 
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F.S. Congradult tions on the fine work you ere doing end 
your re-appointment. 
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Your' letter of i\>cembir 1 j, 1 CGD, has been 
received, and your generous remarks are sincerely appreciated. 

Although I would like to be ol service, as a matter 
of policy, I am unable to make recommendations of the nature 
70 U requested in your letter. I hope you will understand my 
position. Enclosed is coxnj material dealing with the general 
subject of communism which mr'y be cf interest to you. 



mam.: o 31 

PhC.r’I'K'O 

ror..v.rpi 



Sincerely yours, 






. U; • ,r 



John Edgar Hoover 
director 
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Enclosures (G) 

Director’s 10-18-60 speech 

3-1-60 LEB Introduction & 17th National Convention 

Communist Target — Youth 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

One Nation's Response to Communism 
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NOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
RWE* jab • Note continued next page 
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December fifteenth 
Nineteen sixty. 



Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 



A group of men in thi6 area believe the National 
Council of Churches has aided the cause of Communism greatly 
by sponsoring many ideas that tend to undermind the sovreignty 
of the United States of America. 

This group of men wants a complete and thorough 
investigation of the National Council of Churches and we are 
asking for your help and advice on the best way to go about 
getting this done. 

We are willing to circulate petitions, write 
letters, or any thing you suggest. 

We are very grateful to you for the work you 
have already done to stop Communism. 

Please tell us who to write or send our petitions 
to. Also do you think the John Birch Society is one of the best 
anticommunist organizations we have. 

Very sincerely yours. 
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Mr. Farrow 



December 21, i960 




Your letter dated December 10. i960, lias been 
received and the interest which prompted your communication 
is indeed appreciated. 

i 

In response to your inquiry, I must advise that 
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not 
extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning the 
character or integrity of any individual, publication or 
organization. The FBI is strictly an investigative agency 
of the Federal Government and, as such, does not issue 
clearances or nonclcaranccs. I an» sure you will understand 
the necessity for this policy and will not infer that we 
do or do not have in our files the information you desire. 




I am enclosing some material on the topic of 
communism available for general distribution by the FBI which 
may be of interest to you. However, in response to your 
request for information based upon Congressional hearings, 

I suggest that you may desire to communicate with the 
Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Corner North Capitol and 11 Streets. N.W., Washington 25, 

D. C. t who is in a position to advise you whether or not 
material pertinent to your inquiry is available. 



Teboo . 



Sincer.e ly yours. 
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NOTE ON YELLOW ; 

Correspondent, a college senior, advises that 
he is "debating that there is Communism In Our Churches 
and in the National Council of Churches.” He states that 
he would appreciate some factual information concerning this 
topic including information from Congressional hearings. 
Bufiies contain no identifiable data concerning the 
correspondent. In view of the controversial nature of this - 
topic, it is believed that the above reply will best serve 
the interests of the Bureau. 



For a number of years, allegations have been made 
by a number of people including some clergymen to the effect 
that the National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) has 
been infiltrated by communists. Although we have never 
conducted investigation of the NCCC, as such, we have kept 
abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party* ISA (CPUSA) 
to infiltrate this organization through our over-all 
investigations of the CPUSA and communist efforts to infiltrate 
• mass-type organizations. It does not appear from the 
I information we have developed that the CPUSA is dictating 
1 the policies of the NCCC today. (100-50869) 



The following items of literature were sent to the 
correspondent: 

1. "Communist Target - Youth." 

2. "Communism: The Hitter Enemy of Religion.” 

3. "Cod and Country or Communism?" 

4. "Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality.” 

5. Reprint from "FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin," 
March, 1960, with "An Analysis of the 17th National Convention 
of the CPUSA.” 

6. "America - Freedom's Champion." 

7. "Vihat You Can Do To Fight Communism and 
Preserve America." 
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Mr. J. Bd gar Hoover 
Director FBI 
Washington, D.C. 



Dear Ur. Hoover & Staff, 

I am a senior at Montana State College and am debating 
that there is Communism In Our Churches and in the^ fe t ional 
Council of^ Churche s . I would appreciate some factual 
information such as" congressional hearings on this topic and 
any other information which you may have on hand. I need 
this information by the first of u anurary if possible. 







)) 



1 - Mr. 1 



o 

rrow 



/ 



i ’ 





/l>d~ 



December 21, 1960 





Dear 




Your letter dated December 12. 1960, lias been 
received and the interest which prompted your communi- 
cation is indeed appreciated. 

In response to your inquiry. I must advise 
that the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do 
not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, publication 
or organization. The FBI is strictly an investigative 
agency of the Federal Government and, as such, docs not 
issue clearances or nonclearances. 1 am sure you will 
understand the necessity for this policy and will not infer 
that we do or do not have the information you desire. 

In view of your interest in the menace of 
communism to this country, I am enclosing some literature 
on this topic which you nay like to read. 
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Sincerely yours. 






John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE ON YELLOW : 

Correspondent requests Information concerning the 
National Council of Churches (NCC) . She states that she 
has recently read tot a pamphlet published by the American 
Council of Christian Churches which indicates that many 
individuals associated with the NCC belong to communist 
front organizations. Bufiles contain no Identifiable data 
concerning the correspondent. 

In view of the controversial nature of this topic, 
it is believed that the above reply and the literature being 
sent to the correspondent will best serve the interests of 
the Bureau. -r- 




For a number of years, allegations have been made 
by a number of people, including some clergymen, to the effect 
that the National Council 01 Churches of Christ (NCCC) has 
been infiltrated by communists. Although we have never 
conducted on investigation of the NCCC, as such, we have kept 
abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party, USA (CPUSA) 
to infiltrate this organization through our over-all 
investigations of the CPUSA and communist efforts to infiltrate 
mass-type organizations. It does not appear from the 
information wc have developed that the CPUSA Is dictating 
tlic policies of the NCCC today. (100-5G869) 

The following items of literature were sent to 
the correspondent: 

1. Reprint from "FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin," 
March, i960, with "An Analysis of the 17th National Convention 
of the CPUSA." 

2. "Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion." 

3. "God and Country or Communism?” 

4. "Communist I iiusi on nyJ Democratic Reality." 

5. "What You Can Do to Fight Communism and 
Preserve America." 
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December 15, 1960 





I have roceived youx* let tor dated December 4, 

I960, and it was kind of you to send me Christmas greetings. 
I hope your Holiday Season will be enjoyable. 

While X would like to bo of assistance to you, 
the Jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not 
extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning 
the character or integrity .of any individual , publication 
ox* organisation. Furthermore, a regulation of the 
Department of Justice procludos me from furnishing infor- 
mation from our files to other than appropriate agencies 
in the executive branch of this Government. 



X am sure you can appreciate the necessity for 
this regulation and will not infer that our files do or do 
not contain information of the type you desire. 



In view of your interest, however, X am enclosing 
some literature concerning the menace of communism which you 
may like to read. 



t . 



Sincerely yours. 
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NOTE OW YELLOW: 

Correspondent states be belongs to the Methodist 
Church which is a member of the**ift.tJl.Ql|Al-Counci 1 l«j>.f«the 
Churches of Christ (NCCC). He has heard that some of the 
dlffciais of the' NCCC are communists and inquires if this 
is true. He also inquires whether there are any Methodists 
who are communists and whether "they are trying to undermine 
our Christian belelfs." Be states he fonMrlyeorkedlor 
the FBI for about two years. He ends his letter Wishing 
you God's Continued blessing in this coming Holy Season. 

For a number of years allegations have been made 
by a number of people, including some clergymen, to the ®£J ect 
that the NCCC has been infiltrated by communists. Although 
we have never conducted an investigation of the NCCC, as such, 
wo have kept abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party, 
USA. (CPUSA), to infiltrate this organization through our 
over-all inv4stigations of the CPUSA and comnunist efforts 
to infiltrate mass-type organizations. Jt d oes JS** 1 ?^** 
from the information we have developed that the CPUSa is 
dictating the policies of the NCCC today. (100-50869) 




The following items of literature were sent to 
the correspondent: 

T. "Communist Target - Youth." 

2. "God and Country or Communism?" M 

3. "Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality. 

4. "One Nation’s Response to Communism." 

5. "America - Freedom's Champion." 

6. "Wbat You Can do to Fight Communism and 
Preserve America." 
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Dec 4, 1960 




llr . J. Edgar Hoover 
Director of the F.B.I. 

Washington D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am taking the liberty of writing to you to ask some 
questions which have bothered me very much lately. 

I belong to the Methodist Church, which is a member of 
the National Council of Churches. 

More and more we hear of there being members in the 

uppper brackets of this church orgaoazation who are communist. 

Is this true sir? And are there any Methodist that are? 

Are they trying to undermine our Christian beleifs? 

I realize there are very questions but necessary I believe 
to true Methodist . ’ 

Some members of our church are getting very upset by some 
preaching by certain ministers, who say leading Methodist 
such as Methodist Bishops are communist, since I am a member 
of this beleif I would like to know if 6ome of the leaders 
of our faith are such. 

Thank you for any help you can give us . 

I As you recognize from the name I had the privlege of working 
I for you for about two years. 

Wishing you God's Continued blessing in this coming 
Holy Season. 
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December 12, i 960 



Besbvlllo, Tbmeaaeo 

s:.'- ■ • 

Db4r Olr: 

2 th'» nominu nail I received In cue of your envelopes (addressed by hand) ana 
lied xz i? pcixcnal attention, a series of ltesuj, all of which were addreaaea 
'to the au*.»«oct of lrrosponclbly accusing ani-indicting the Rational Council of 
Churches, and vitli a view to deotreyins confidence -in the churches vho participate 
/ th rough thb liiticnal Council of Churches, et cetera, ert cetera. 



I Lave Lnr.m Jhm and Reach itsgssine for nciy ycare. fceny, nnny efyenn* ffubrarlbero 
‘ ’hive been ariJUc »v friends far iwrc tliua a quarter of a century. Fran tlue to tine 
!iSw Si” t $Z-c' to attention, tec**3r - lave Lad cu itca or two attributed 
to one ysv.v writers colled to ry attention, the of whlcu veo tv cncor our 
Denralrnt; In, -in' the rati- nal Council of Churches, to destroy the confidence of 
r people in **jc •*!«*- ch, end to create a divlci n ositnj the pc vplc . 

'sie interesting thine io tliat these articles not only cause innocent and sincere 
jpeJpl© to -nlrc quewtlons about the church. It boo caused then to raise questions 

j about ftun and ranch ifetusf.no • 

file excuse for writing these t Lines end for discccsiaatiag th* kind ^ 

,, mm to dc this Doming, apparently la to protect our country aeninct at 

WeStca. at cetera. Bow! of course I as interested in protecting our country ■ 

\5itoin and frar without opiinst C ccnunl ea in every f«wu. I 00 elso *^***5^*“ ^ 

Wenverticg every Caasmiet to Jesus Christ as hie laid ana Ca**o«h. J 
;atud«<«" a*'! aruin t cn5 creaking cjalart tut- particular I.woian type °f 

, icr ^ycop*. I taw their nrtt->le rf tof iW«tl« <»d 
■Union.* will shew Ujot in every country whore the C rca ai i cta u»vo been al»lc te taho 
SS^thclrnm £ V van toiiocredii the ebu^, to orttueplclon eheut 
and finally to divide it by getting a group rf People ^ ■ ttQ S all 
"dominant church group in that particular country for being ££. 

the Phil* the whole cancel©! voo pronoted by the Ccrroinisto tbcmelvco 
liava your nogaeine, however unwittingly, wiahaa to he • ywty to thin kind 

v ex- 106 ^ 

Mv'poaltlon and tbe'-UOoitloo of sy Benccilmtioo, la that if 

of your writers) knows for a fleet or has dependable evidence ttetEihjgyjgca *** 
counter, particularly any church leader in thio count jy, ia a toown cgd ^22^ 
her of thTcassunist Party, or lo a twaber of any Caanmiot onpnlaotioo, -or-xroot 

i 4 ,*• 1 ( . I **. 

• ' - ■ v \. '•»Vtr v 

:«: ULClOlQ<?n ' .>'..'---.rcrv ^ 
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orsrniniticn for tbe Cccnuniate", he wee it to w church, Jo the^wdj *® 

2ft© tbe baited Stateo of Anerica, to go fcnedtotely «ijh hie Jbcti 

“dance, to tbe Federal Bureau of Jtoreetigtiw end to ^co^of ^uriedicUon to 

the utter. If be has euch lnfonnetlon, and doeont do t hat , th« be 

IrrSp^Sle^cllcctivo, dSrtoive, and Wtoont by “f* 
|) JjJ en it J t '-hot bio connect lone arc and vbat 1' really co-toBting 

• i vi 
t ; Sis;. 

^4L, m» you mUu that It la not enough Tor raw nU. ndateor to raUtfl® a. 
m fff-itne Jingoistic Journo lie t to attec 11 yeux no acfelnc, and excuse it c\l being a 
nJt of tii erect Cumunist front sovc&ust in the tfaitod Ctotea of Aner*un. Xou 

,jan Ol x _.r.- . . . . J.v .I r-s o.mV «*nfl unaunnortcd BCCUt 



IT 



'4<.Vo»(V ail ***W wvi» — — ~ ^ 

[f euch unfounded and unoupported accusations 
ts you end your organization, you vould prob* 



Vt^uid icy little attention to that. If 

I k’S jsSSw-ftS cairti- 

.1 o; ^risaiSl*. Iob v»* gn*** «iter d*t »» . 

k‘ 5E,T w 3 +j- - * ..,-ur sB-.viilnni'.. lit -tber vvras, if ywu vci : excused *u an-Accri- 

can ectl; ; * : :**, > u would velecsio being invcciicetcd in o truly Auoricaa corner, but 
SS ^ .w »*=»&* attests c:. trying ^ JmootigVc 

r r5£ for olicscd im-ASricaa activities. Freshly n to, that to cur pMittai ‘ 

} Lnccest, vit’u reference to the kind of stuff I received fres your ax& 

II * «ar.«»t rurr* van as Editor cf Friv: cat'- Stanch razzia?, vere fully awa *p ^ 

“ pliratlono z&l invclvcnratv V-varl which your aaeuaine was drifting. <J* 

of the integrity of your uagazlnc and uy towlcdoc of the f urnor j^p^ i i coma^ed 
; hSrMo of cy friends In the Faro and Sand, country, prx. 7 ted do to vrlta y« 

\,tbir. friendly letter. 

"i 




I’inceroly youro. 




u 



ect Xh’. Roy Bucoltok 
^hr. J. Sdgar Ho over 
. Hr. Eugene Careen Blake 












MOTE ON YELLOW: 



Correspondent, In a lengthy letter, expresses 
his concern regarding the communist menace with particular 
emphasis on communist activity In churches. He asks 
information concerning the Hatlonal Council of 
Churches or a source from which he can obtain Information 
concerning this organisation. Buflles contain no 
Identifiable data concerning correspondent. 



por a number of years allegations have been 
made by a number of people, Including some clergymen, 
to the effect that the f Hational. Councll of the Churches 
of Christ (NCCC) has been Infiltrated by communists . 
Although 'ire have never conducted an Investigation of 
the NCCC, as such, we have kept abreast of the efforts 
of the Communist Party, USA (CPUSA) to infiltrate this 
organization through our over— all investigations of the 
CPUSA and communist efforts to infiltrate mass-type 
organizations. It does not appear from the information 
we have developed that the CPUSA is dictating the 
policies of the HCCC today. 

The following Items of literature were 
sent to the correspondent. 



1. "Communist Target — Youth.” 

2. ” Commun ist Illusion and Democratic 

Beallty.” ^ 

3. "Cod and Country or Communism? 

4. Reprint from "FBI Law Enforcement 
Bulletin,” March, I960, with "An 
Analysis of the 17tb Rational 
Convention of the CP, USA.” 

6. "America - Freedom's Champion.” 

6. "What You Can do to Fight Communism 
and Preserve America.” 



November 30, I960 



J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal tur^ai' of Invis Ligation 
Washington : .C. 

Dear '-'r. Hoover, 

_ . ___ +.. ft children. Kecentlv, we visited my family in the 

prouo to’find that f -other 

S -alif-rnia have taken a special interest In 

the I’nAmericnn A^^ffi^Rt In San Francisco; the mount of activityin 
th o fciscopal Church, of which we are all active church members; and they 
alw are especially disappointed in the presidinc Bishop in ear Francisco, 
who seems to l-e endorsing activities which are contradictory to the beliefs 
vii«h we have teen taught. They vJre w 41 informed on iaeacthathav 
uncovered on the a^ve-mentioned subject ,. I an now very interested in doing 
whot. j cm to fight connunisn in this area. 

liver here roost of ®y life, I would seriously doutt if there are any 
^ior p^Mcrs town* hovev.r, the Bpiacepjl Churcn 

States appeara to have a very serious problen, so 1 uould like tc s ar 
bottom wy church can to interested after a proper approach, Perhaps our 

rax*-ra; sss 

1 f or you to direct us to the proper organisations that could ^">6 "P . 
; ,°a y . * ~.r -there is within our cnurch, so that we can » 



&per orcanisoMDas — - — o — 

i AT3 F;%Mr\fy“ i rrohaUy^t: 

c“ ifdi«c£d to should also contain infection on oremlzationa .t-thia. 
•sort. "■ 

a v A e e/NA ^ ro4.1 M 



sn 



A* 

w m * • | • 

I understand thft some progreor has ^ C b^g?M^^n e thii S Spe a •?* , 7 

and I would like any information that Fjj? * the preset time, 

organ iaet on. I am especially where’ro- cSldren attend, and any= 

furtoer*the*causo of this rroup it rid it of any problem, ^ 
vo v^ ii be b. preat contribution# 

Also, the Santa Farbara branch of the University of a t S ^°ls free of* 



"It* ?5v? 







Therefore, if I could have any inform) tion that would help me as to how to 
detect any such tendencies, it would be greatly appreciated. 

As you can tell from my correspondence, I am in the Life Insurance business, 
ard hove been in this business for ter years. This, I think, is one of the 
rr^atest expressions of economic security in this country, and con help an 
individual express his freedom in our economy. 

This letter has been particularly difficult to write, as I am a novice in 
writing th* bureau. I dc want to bepof help in eliminating such a horrible 
philosophy as communism without exposing my' family to any hardships, but 
would like to tc doing sonething about the problem. 





' J 



*p 






1 - Mr, Farrow 



■yttO tt fO f% 7 S/L 



Dcccwbor 9» I960 




Your lottor dated Hovoiiber 29 » I960, bos 
boon rccoivcd and I have noted your kind cu-sjca^s. 

TJhilo I would liko to be of assistance to 
you, I must adviso that tSfc jurisdiction and responsi- 
bilities of tho Fdl do not oxtohd to furmsning ®ya*u- 

. . i.. J «iw, Ai’ i iltAM’ll 



fi-i is a> vx * mm *u*w«»*j-»** - — ii v -- 

Government and, as such, does not issue clcaraacos or 
nonclonranccs. / 

It was kind of you to send mo Christmas 
greetings • I hope your holiday Season viJl he 
onjoyablc • 

I am enclosing seme literature on tho topic 
of comunis n which iiay be of interest to you. 



MAILEO 31 

\ '£- !?9G0 

COMM-HjI 



Enclosures 5 
TltFsbtu^ 

C3) 



Sincerely yours. 



John Ldgrr Hoover N 
Director 



SEE NOTE 01? YEIIiO!: PAGE TlfO 
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WOTE OH YEIliOffS 
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p* 






Correspondent, in a loagthy lct J® r ^ n ^ er ®j! 
articles written by Ftal^on I^fis t Jr., we • /^p) 

conaontator in I*® K^fSsewend Edfd.a T^tehlber 






- « ? ^wE-^SSSSsfir 

platform a plant fa»jrl"9 * b S"Ic-oorfent asks If this 

^l“%^“So^°ntifgbl* dSS eonernina tb. eorrosp.o 
dent. 



For a number of year* allegatlonsbavo bo.n-ade 

s,;.ns; &^» yaK» s^Ean& ... 

a^such^ Jo h^c Kcjt a^ejst of 

rarty, USA (CFUSA) to l^iltraiO Tni» ^H coawunist 
our over-all investigations of xdcci ua^ t 

efforts to inf U ^ o?2S ’ that the 

aSTirS^tuf! the HCCC. ( 100 - 50669 ) 




hi i&fia i » •** 
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gOTE OH TELLa; CONTINUED 

The following items of literature were 
furnished to tho correspondent: 

"God And Country Or Cormunism?" 

"Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality.” 

Reprint from the "FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin." 
March, I960, "To All Law Enforcement Officials." 

"America - Fk*oedcm v s Champion." 

"What You Can Do To Fight Communism and Preserve 
Amorica." 









/ 
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J, Edgar Hoover 
Washington D. C. 
Dear Mr. Hoover: 



I have been a Sunday School teacher for many years. 
I am a membei^fthe United Church (Congpegatbnal -Methodist 
United) of Our church has become associated with 

the Nationa^TBVfflll of Churches. 



Recently I read an article from "Washington Report 
By Ftilton Lewis Jr." that was photographed from Galesburg 
Regis ter -Hail, Galesburg, written Dec. 19, 1957* 



Ur. Lewis said that the. Rev. Edwin T. Dahl berg, 
now president of the National Council of Churches of Christ 
in the U. S. A., as early as 1942. was affiliated with the 
"Citizens Committee to Free Earl Browder." 



A year later the Rev. Hr. Dahlberg joined a group 
of Conmunist fronters in signing an open letter to President 
Roosevelt, protesting an order for the deportation of Harry 
Bridges as an alien Communist. 

In 1946, his name appeared on the letterhead of the 
National Committee to Combat Anti-Semitism. 

In 1951 he was an initiating sponsor of the National 
Committee to Repeal the HcCarran Act - the Internal Security 
Act of 1950. In 1952 the Daily Worker listed him as a signer 
of another petition to the same end. In 1953 he was listed 
as signing another similar petition, addressed to President 
Eisenhower. 



In August 1957 "The Committee to Secure Justice for 
Horton Sobell" lists Dahlberg as a signer of a petition in 
Sobell's behalf. 

Is this so? If it is, what do you think of the 
National Council of Churches to choose him as their President? 

Fbl ton Lewis, Jr. in broadcast from Washington. D. C. 

* July 5 » I960 said: Council of Churches: If you are a Protestant 
and one of the 39 million Americans whom the National Council 
of Churches claims to represent you may be interested to know 
that the National Council, with Methodist Bishop, Gerald H. 
Kennedy of Los Angeles as the official spokesman, is appealing 
to the platform committee of the Democratic National Convention 

COPT 






/» 






in Los Angeles, to include a plank in favor of the outright 
abolition of tne Bouse Committee on UnAmerican Activities* 

Recently, I read your three articles in the Magazine 
"Christianity Today ; va The Communist Menace: Red Goals and 
Christian Ideals , 'Conmunist Propaganda and the Pulpit* and 
•Soviet Rule on Christian Renewal? 9 " 

Our Minister is very Much in favor of the National 
Council of Churches. Personally, I have lost faith in them* 

At our Church Board Meeting I read the statements 
that FUlton Lewis Jr* Made* They did not believe him and 
said he was Misinformed* 

Will you please give me the correct answer to all 
these statements that have been made? 

Based on your long experience in dealing with 
subversive forces and your Christian .Ideals, I have faith 
and confidence in your reply* * 

You are a busy man and I should not ask for any 
of your time but I am perplexed about the National Council 
of Churches. 

/ 

Thank you and may God bless you in your work and a 
Merry Christmas to you* 

Sincerely, 




T 
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Tour letter of November 17, 1980, has bean 
received, and the interest which prompted your writing is 
indeed appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance with 
regard to your inquiry, the FBI is strictly an investigative 
agency of the Federal Government and as such does not make 
evaluations or comments concerning the character or integrity ^ 
of aiiy individual, publication or organization. Our Ales are 
confidential and available only for official use. I hope you 
will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files-/ ^ 



- 

Sr- 

i 



r* 
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regarding the organizations you mentioned. 



In view of your concern relative to the atheistic^ ^ 
menace of communism, I am enclosing some material which 
you may like to read. 
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Sincerely yours, I » 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 






Enclosure^ X8) 

17tnNiiiorial Convention & Introduction 3-60 LEB, CP USA 



Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
. God and Country or Communism 

. , > Communist Party» USA Director’s Speech io-18 -60 

' “• Expose of Soviet Espionage 

(SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE) 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. For a number 
of years allegations have been made by a number of people to the 
effect that the National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) has 
been infiltrated by communists. Although the Bureau has never 
conducted an investigation of the NCCC, we have kept abreast of 
the efforts of the Communist Party to infiltrate this organization. 

It does not appear from the information we have developed that the 
Communist Party is dictating the policies on the NCCC. (100-50869) 
The World Council of Churches is allegedly composed of most of the 
Christian churches throughout the world except the Roman Catholic 
Church and certain small sects. Bufiles contain no identifiable 
information of a derogatory nature concerning this organization. 
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November 17, I960 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation^ 

Washington, 0. C. . . 

Dear F.r. Hoover: 

As one who is in a position to comment with some authority, 

I air, seeking assistance in gat h ring information that I may pass 
on to certain parties of no/ congregation who are greatly dis- 
turbed . They have literature an- tape recordings which seek to 
discredit the National and l orld Council of Churches. Assertions 
are made that the c e t.vc great organizations have been so infil- 
trate with oommunist leaders or sympathizers as to make them 
danrerous to our National Security. 



oone say that even the pre; (ration of our churcty-^chool and 
CV.T literature A$ influenced bv the. •••'rid Council and National 
Council. '' / hi / 

Vhat information I have to give them does not seem suffi- 
cient in the light of their source of references. A positive 
statement "jem you would be of great assistance to. me. Any 
literature would also be helpful. 



Kespectfully, 



1 - Mr. Simpson 




November 23, 




i960 





Your letter dated November 12, 1960, with its 
enclosure, has been received, and your interest in 
writing to me is indeed appreciated. 



In response to your inquiries, 1 must advise that 
the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal 
Government and, as such, cannot furnish clearances, evalu- 
ations or comments concerning the character or integrity 
of any individual, publication or organization. I an sure 
ycu will understand my position in this regard and will 
not infer that our files do or do not contain information 
of the type you desire. 

... I am enclosing some literature relating to the 

menace of communism which is available for general distri- 
bution by the FBI which you may like to read. 



' to 
o 01 

i« :: 

s 

> - 



T*»l*on 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
HeLooch 
Malone _ 



McGwire . 

Bosen 

lawn M 
Trottet _ 

Sullivan , 



W 



> 



Sincerely yours, 

P 

v Voini Edgar Hoover 



Enclosures (0) 
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fC, 



Director 

V i' % 

y '• 



Of 



V Correspondent enclosed a pamphlet which 16 favorable 
to the National Council of the Churches of Christ (NCCC) 
and discusses the' recent attacks against this organization. 

NOTE ON YELLOW, CONTINUED, PAGE TWO 
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NOTE ON YELLOW. CONTINUED 



SJL!!iS t 2 S K Edgar C * Bundy critlc **e® the NCCC And she Is 
coo|ey|db|||u|^h| assisted In getting Bundy to speak 

afso^poken 

requests the Bureau furnish her information concerning the 
pamphlet , Bundy, Birnie and Bosley. ® 



icate tbax corres 

i? the Bureau duri "e June^ldio^'concerning 
^^^^r^rclating to communism which concern her in the 
m^Harea. Bulet dated 6-6-60 forwarded to her a 

oer of items of literature Issued by the FBI concerning 
communism. (100-3-7064) (105-40967-27) concerning 

tIl . The following items of literature 6ent with 

J“nii£S e £ iVr tCr CO ” SlSt ° f “ terlal aot previously 

1. "Communist Target - Youth." 

o* "2 ne Nation's Response to Communism." 

3. How to Beat Communism." 

"America — Freedom's Champion." 

5. "What You can do to Fight Communism and 
Preserve America." 

- 2 - 
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Nov 12th 1960. 



Un-American Activities Committee 
Wash D. C. 

Mr J . Edgar Hoover 

Dear Sir:- 



I am a member of the D.A.R. and last Thurs, a report was 

J" attorneys wife, using this pamplet. 

Amtr^nl* th i S ““ “S 511 * C Bund y > Chair Church League of 

Council Wr ?“ g statements » and that the National 
Counexl of Churches was absolutely wright. I helped to ret 

f un ^ to Billings. 8i'u,,r,»ch coSce^ed ?o® 

CoCnoif E y erytl " e communis* is exposed tbe National 
Council raises up in arms* Why?? 

f? C fhi 1 «fc t ? ey ?°* Harold Bosley here, and had a full house 
at the Shrine-Auditorium. We have gotten word he has 

II communist afelliations is this true? 

bJ C thiI 1 g?oup°to BUrney WaS /here givlng talk she was attack 

What can you tell me about Mr Bundy, and Helen Wood Burney? 
please give me some information on this pamplet. y 

We must have some facts to counteract communism. Please 
help us if possible, or tell us bow to get truths? Every 
American citizen should be doing all they possibly can to 
counteract this terrible threat? to our coJm^s ^eedoo. 



Very Sincerely, 
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Dear 



Your letter drtted !’nvc..ihcr 12, 19^*0, has 
been i‘c solved, ?:nd the 5 ntornafc ;hich prorated your 
comiir .‘••.atio.; Ju 3 n ’o :-i uppv'*c3:JtCi1. 

In response to your inquiries, I : turst advise 
that tiu Jurisdiction and responsibilities of the PBI 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or co-.r rents 
cone cm In;; the character or integrity of any iiiJividunl, 

• ••iblicstion or oj.*rnnl: c*t3.cn. The FBI is otrlc tly on 
•nvost ‘ stive n^oncy of the Federal Govcrnno-t n*.d, an 

• non, '. nor. rot ionite cleol’anco.i or nonclcarnnoe.-.. 

Furtlvr ioro, lufox- '•at.? or, in rriv file*.*. Is : niutnined 

r •, ceu.C 3. dentist end r /tillable only for official me in 
wesor ianco vltli a r first ion of tin? Popart- of Justice. 
I o*.t sure you will uu-Jernton. the necessity for tills 
policy and will not Infer that wo. do or do not have lit 
our filer, the Information you desire , 

I V'.' enclosing none literal wo on •-h .• topis of 
•: ». .'i.u itr.A ;/h3e.h i:*3y be of Interest to you. 



• •, | 
... ■/ Ihh'.'j 



... 

Enc Ion uro? i ( „' ) 



\ 



Slncer 'ly y ours , 



John E<\ ;.-vr I trover 
Director 
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HOTS C?: YELLOW : 

Correspondent, in c len^tny letter, requests 
info vafcj.on concerning alleged communist infiltration 
into the national Council of Churches. He also asks 
if Circuit Riders and Christian Cru 30 de organizations 
are sincere. In particular, he states he ia interested 
in Harry F. Word and asks if lie ia known to be a communist. 
Lure .1 files contain no idcr.i ifinble data concerning the . 

• -orr*: •pcni'-'.vi; . 



Du ’cou file.-, reveal 
; :r Jc thst tnc cc -uunisls hav. 
Counc il of the Chuvchr i u? C 
has not been investigate.* b„ 
of to; cr, USA, to infiltrate 
cjrcfully folio *ed by the Bir 



that allocation., hove- been 
inri.l IV IVSintr-.l 

.1st (l!CCC). This organization 
t.iu: Bu.-vrw**.; ho .vv . *, efforts 
this organs :at. T on hive V'Oen 
sau. No infc *;.r.ticn hrs 



*.een developed indicating tint the CP, U'*A. i.: diet tin;' 
the policies of the V.CCO . 



The folio ;in" i^c;.i» of literature .ere aent to 
the correspondent: 

(l) "What You Can Do to FI ;ht Co •minion: 
end Tre serve »V.torica ,? 








Kora or ysllovi, coittinui;:p : 

(?) A reprint from the FBI Lav; Enforcement 
Bulletin, March, i 960 . "An Analysis of 
the 17th National Convention of the 
Communist Party, USA" 

( 5 ) "America - Fx*eodom*s Champion" 

( ; i) "Comuuni.jt Illusion and D; moo »* * tic 
Raality" 

(:>) "God an-'? Country or CouNuri* -:n?" 




/ 









Hon. J. Edg-i.r Hoover 

Federal Bureau rf Investigation 

Washington. j. C- 



r;se.r Sir: 

For t.V past - >ar or so I h«ve been concerned about rei'rrks I have 
b«": rd in ir.y Church. Nrthirg re flour but. feering, in ro*e Jnrt-*r.e ' 3 , 
to t ile the cnuruni.-t viewpoint ov-r our viewpoint. For irrtmce, 

J brant thin r«j; , a~}: by * f-tir- r 1 Methodist nd.ni * ter In jty Svnd *\y 
'choc'? rC!> »ns: "V'e ]i*r t.c think th itT the Ru.^siens b^oVa u* the 

S’jnr.iit Crr.r e r«T*?<r , but re .illy s 11 Ft*. Kruscfirv *>sVe r ' our Fresidrrt 
to •>• wts a» elegize fo.* lies h» told about th U-? incident. 



T**l r. rene-k *trd 
o«-%. J 
rf tv 
.-» ■ 



•»t> sr3 caus'd i»-» to stA-t an Invpstig'.tinn or ~y 
bn\"> oht 1 * r ' d -i corn* rf t.hr te“bti*on„ gl-«*«n by *.h« 3" r re t '• ry 
Air r orof bare**". Lb ■•’. Voisy C''"’-ith»«- rr *Jr— A»>or*n?n Activlti*? 
r rt y-r 1 ‘r- w Al" F'-rr* IVi'H-il end haY® a " cp v 
Tr»v*]*»L «•* s\>'r-r Hoi: . Ix-rald L. J son In* 



th:- v*-ech, Tneert:-.\i 
the Feus ? cf ?.'**-r-*“»nt£.tif 



The?" two doriCT'uitji as 
vldvijw Indicator. th*t 
cuu.^e ooortntoi v ;*.h th 

’t-u until r »c.-ntly I.' at ^»-t of aiy rent ribut'en to th* 



we!3 is Ecu- e others written ly j*.rlvst° ind»- 
Us're are reruns rynyathetir •.•;tb t v Cor^un'et 

v y. 1 ♦ 



fV.l M ST.«.r ."> |...-nh.. . 



I dil not 
Church goes 



to this nrgrjii urticr, nor dl.«S’I know thut th-*y ?re cayir.y they speak 
for ?6,O0C,O00 members - which Inc] ud«*s ayerlf, J\it they do not have 
* ; C y«rr:js*icn. I doubt if 10? of our Congregation ever knows that 
vr contril at<- to the XC. 

I have r.o reason to doubt lb voracity of the Ur 1 -Arne r cl an Activities 
^oB-ittee or *Ion. Donald L, Jackson, hut I would like to hear free, 
you as t c whether tl.erc has b*pn any Cow.mnist infiltration into 
the Churches. You and your organ! »?ti cn has become the symbol of 
integrity In this Fat ton. t«!nt you say j>*oj la accept. I realize 
ycu caim t say ar;thi*\; critical of th Chur lies or the UCC wil 
n Jurf dtven you throat", -Hit if you car- giv? r;e any inf ormtlrn or 
any leads as to where to find information it will be greatly* a*>- / . 

predated. -^sSFSt * nJ 

Ky Pastor 

:ea rd y 

A r ie rl'vin Legion 
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y Pastor rays there hen been no infiltration in the Churches, Hit -•kioea 

I heard your ry- 3 »ch over radio recently which you gave before th** r “’' ' 



__ 5 ?; 



: n T.iar.i i" which you said there has been. 




-rvxr- 



■ wy . vy i.y^ 
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I hsv" received sons information fror. Circuit Hide re, Cincinnati, 
Cfcio ; and fror. Christian C-us.ide, Dr. Billy Jones H*»rgl s, President, 
Tulss, tklahnra. Are these sincere o»*£*ris*;tions With ro axes to 
grin 



I nm particularly ir.te rested in Harry F. Ward. Has ho ever given 
testimony before a Congressional Conwittor? Is he ‘known to be a 
Communist ? 

Please b-iicve -no, I h* ve no intention of stsrt'rjg a controversy 
In our Church, bul the-e have been too many Anti -Aceri can stater.ents 
ttij'i f**r *ae to keep silent any longer. 



1 - Mr. Simpson 




/ o ^ ' - > c . I 
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November 21, 1960 




Your letter dated November 11, 19S0, has been 
received, and your interest in writing to ao is indeed 
appreciated . 

* 

In response to your inquiries, X must advise that 
the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal 
Governncnt and cannot furnish clearances, evaluations or 
comments concerning the character or Integrity of any 
individual, publication or organization. X trust you can 
understand ny position in thi6 regard and vill not infer 
that our files do or do not- contain information of the 
type you desire. 



tSi 

§*• 

IS 



s 

i 

i 



ToUc 




W£. Sullivan 

Tele. Room 



X can advise you, however, that Mr. Howard D. (Dan) 
Smoot was employed S6 a 8pedal Agent of the FBI from 
March 23, 1942, until June 15, 1951, when he voluntarily 
resigned for personal reasons. He has, of course, had ao 
official connection with the FBI since his resignation, 
and X am not in a position to comment upon his activities 
or the integrity of his views since that tine. 

*X have noted your kind personal remarks. -In 
view of your Interest in the subject of communism, X am 
enclosing some matorial which you may want to read. 
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Sincerely yours, 

J » £0 r ^T 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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TELETYPE UNIT I 



NOTE ON YELLOW: 

Correspondent stated be is in trouble with bis 
#2!!S«? ver *Ne National Council of tbe Churches of Christ 
(NCCC) and has been told that Dan Snoot , Billy Janes Hargis 
and Edgar C. Bundy have a snear campaign against the NCCC 
He inquires as to why Dan Snoot left the FBI and what the’ 
Director thinks of him and the "Dan Smoot Report." He also 
wants the Director's opinion of Hargis and Bundy. He 
thanked the Director for the great work the Director has 
done and wishes we bad more such nen in the Government. 
Bullies contain no Identifiable data concerning the corre~ 
spondent. , . 



The following items of literature were sent to 
the correspondent : 

1. "What You can do to Fight Communism and 
Preserve America." 

2* "Where do We Stand Today with Communism in 
the United States?" 

3. "Cod and Country or Communism?" 

4. "Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality." 

5. Reprint from March, I960, issue of "FBI Law 
Enforcement Bulletin," with an analysis of the 
17th Rational Convention, Communist Party, USA. 

6. "One Nation's Response to Communism." 

7. "America - freedom's Champion." 
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J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir, 



I am writing you hoping that you can help me as 
I have more or less gotten myself in trouble with my boss 
over the National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A. I have a copy of the Dan Smoot Report date of 
Feb. 20, 1960. My boss wrote the Rev. Edwin T. Dahbberg, 
about Dan Smoot and the Dan Smoot Report. The Rev. Dahlberg 
wrote him back that the Dan Smoot, Billy J. Hargis and Edgar C. 
Bundy have a smear campaign agaL nst the National Council of 
Churches . 



I have been ask why Dan Smoot left the F.B.I. I 
would apprecitate very much if you could tell me why Dan 
Smoot left the F.B.I. and what you think of him and the 
Dan Smoot Report. I also mould like to know what you think 
of Billy J. Hargis and Edgar C. Bundy. 



I have Just read with great relief in the morning 
paper where our President-Elect is going to keep you as 
bead of the F.B.I. 

I want to thank you for the great Job that you 
have done for our nation. I wish we had more men like you 
In our government. 



I would sincerely appreciate an answer to the 
questions I have ask you, thank you very much. 



Sincerely yours, 
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Dear 

. letter postmarked November 6. I960 han 

rjceiyoi, onJ the interest uhlcl. pro., ^ted your 
Co. . uinj catlon io Indeed opprociRtcd % 

thn 1 , lt>1 « l ?2 4 .f? opon ® e to y QUr inquiries, 1 must advise that 

? nd impossibilities of the FBI do not 
til i t ? f urnlcMn - evaluations or cements con corn in- 
charactor or integrity of any Individual, cublicatinn 
or organization. The KBI ip atrlctly en ^v^ati^tlSo 

?ncii? y .?Li hC PoJurwl Government and, ar. auoJi, doer not 
incuo clearances or nonclearances. Furthermore. Inforration 

m confiJ«.ti.?.S ivillSSS 

*»£ or ©fficlol use In accordance uitii a regulation of 
J{|® jjwrtment of Justice. I am sure you will understand 

do > oS°SS B3l f y K for J hls poll °y 8,, ' J :,i11 not infer that we 
do or do not have in our files the information you deniro. 

I am enclosing soiae liteiature on the tonic of 
co nnunlum which may be of lntorest to >ou. 



IW 21 ® • 

L...I7WV 



Shii^L^liux^a^Xtf) * 



Sincere :y yonrr. 



John ai.^or Hoover 
Jttroctor 
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NOTE ON YELLOW : 

.. 44 . Correspondent inquires concerning communist infiltra- 

tion into the National Council of Churches. He also asks if 
Billy James Hargis is correct in stating that some of the 
leaders of the National Council of Churches are oommunlsts 
or communist sympathizers. In particular, he mentions an 
Individual by the name of Harry P. Ward. Buflles contain 
no identifiable data concerning the correspondent. 

In view of the controversial nature of this topic, 
it is believed the above reply will best serve the interests 
of the Bureau, 

Por a number of years allegations have been made ' 
by a number of people, including some olergymen, to the effect 
that the National Council of the Churches of Christ (NCCC) 
has been infiltrated by communists. Although we have never 
conducted an investigation of the NCCC, we have kept abreast 
of the efforts of the Communist Party, USA (CPUSA) to Infil- 
trate* this organization through our over-all investigations 
of the CPUSA and communist efforts to infiltrate mass-type 
organizations. It does not appear from the Information 
we have developed that the CPUSA is dictating the policies of 
the NCCC today. ( 100 — 50869) 




The following items of literature were sent to the 
correspondents 

1. "Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality" 

2 . "America - Preedom's Champion" 

3. "What You Can Do to Plght Communism end Preserve 
America " 

4. "Ood and Country or Communism?" 

5« A reprint from the PBI Law Enforcement Bulletin, 
March, I960. "An Analysis of the 17th National 
Convention of the Communist Party, USA" 







•» 



2 




! u 



!o 



Mr. TolKnn > '• ■ 
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Mr. Tr^tor i 
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Tele. Rrom I 

| Mr. Inrr.-.m ■■ - 
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o co • r.'.niPtr ir. v itb thi-n. . 
vour: very truly 





1 - Hr. Farrow^ 



November 21. I960 




enclosure, hss beon received. I have noted end indeed 
appreciated your kind comment. 



In response to your inquiries, I must advise that 
the Jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not 
extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning the 
character or integrity of any individual, publication or 
organization. The FBI is strictly an investigative agency 
of the Federal Government an^, as such, does not issue 
clearances or nonclearances. I am sure you will understand 
the necessity for this policy and will not infer that wo do 
or do not have in our files the information you desire. 

In view of your interest in communism, I am 
enclosing under separate cover some literature on this topic 
which may be of interest to you. 

Sincerely yours, 



& 












5/5 y (. / - 




J.H . 



-”•3 n,'. 

Z '' P /. 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



SEE NOTE ON YELLOW PAGE TWO 
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Correspondent inquires concerning the National 
Council of Churches and requests any information concerning 
communist infiltration of this organisation. She states that 
she is indeed happy to know that the Director will continue 
to head the FBI under the new administration. Bufiles contain 
no identifiable data concerning the correspondent. Correspondent 
enclosed a stamped, self-addressed envelope which is being 
used for this reply. The address used in this letter is the 
same as placed on the envelope by correspondent. 

For a number of years allegations have been made 
by a number of people, including* some clergymen, to the effect 
that the NCCC has been infiltrated by * communists. Although 
we have never conducted an investigation of the NCCC as such, 
we have kept abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party (CP), 
USA, to infiltrate this organisation through our over-all 
investigations of the CP, USA, and communist efforts to 
infiltrate mass-type organisations. It does not appear from 
the information we have developed that the CP- USA. is 
dictating the policies of the NCCC todsy. (100-50869) 

The following items of literature were sent to 
th9 correspondent i _ _ 

1. Reprint from "FBI Law fhf or cement Bulletin," 

March, I960, with "An Analysis of the 17th National Convention 
of the CPUSA. " 

2. "God end Country or Communism?" 

3. "Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality." 

m. Address by Director, "America - Freedom's 

Champion." 

5. "What You Can Do to Fight Communism and Preserve 

America." 
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November 18, 1960 




Your letter of November 8, 1960, has been 
received, and I want to thank you for your generous remarks 
4 bout the work of this Bureau. 

# - 

The interest which prompted you to write is 
indeed appreciated and I would like to be of assistance to you. 
The FBI, however, is strictly an investigative agency of the 
Federal Government and as such does not make evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity of any 
individual, publication or organization. Information in our 
files is maintained as confidential due to regulations of the 
Department of Justice. 1 hope you will not infer either that 
we do or do not have data regarding the organizations you 
mentioned. 



" w 

r k * 



O 

x £ 



- — — 1 3V “"I I regret that we could not help you in this 

*** QC| i Instance. In view of your concern, I am enclosing some 
NOV 1 o lBbU iterature that may be of interest to you. . j 

C OTM-.6I T • < 

Sincerely yours, .y >*? 
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Enclosures (10) Listed ne$t‘ pagel r'J* \/\ 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in BufiW^A' World Council of 
Churches is allegedly composed of mo6t r bIHhe^ Christian churches through- 
out the world except the Romar. Catholic Church apd certain small sects. 
Bufiles contain no identifiable information of 4'd^rogat^ry nature concerning ^ 
this organization. -/p.r,.U V' » * * ' ~~ 

For a number of years^llegations have been made by a number ««■ 

’ people to the effect that the National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) _ 
has been infiltrated by communists. Although the Bureau has never con- 
. ducted an investigation of the NCCC, we have kept abreast of the efforts of 
.the Communist Party to infiltrate this organization. It does not appear from 





Enclosures (10) 

17th National CP, USA 3-60 Intro LEE 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
One Nation's Response To Communism 
Communist Party, USA 

Where Do We Stand Today With Communism In the US? 
God and Country or Communism? 

Struggle on a New Plane * 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target — Youth 





v-*.- 



• ') 



G 



'i r < 



n 

- C) 



**. , i 




- 






jj 'JkY~. 



November 8, 1960 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Pennsylvania Avenue @ 9th, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 



b 









« -> «v 



( 



My church, the HUB^HChristian Church of|H^^JH0 is presently 
considering items being included in the mission budgetfor the year 1960-61. 

As an Elder in the church, I hove expressed considerable coppem over our 
continued support of the World Council of Churches and the Notlonol Counc il 
of Churches, to which we have contributed in years past, because of information 
published by Mr. Lynn Landrum in the Dallas Morning News and based on comments ^ 
made at the Freedom Forum conducted in Dallas recently by Dr. Fred C. Schwarz. % f \ 

I full well realize that this is an unusual request to make of your office when it is 
so vitally involved In the security of our country, but we would appreciate one of 
your staff advising our Missions Committee of any extreme liberal, left-wing, 
socialist or communist elements that continue to operate within the framework of 
the World Council or National Council of Churches. 






■ 



o 

7 



In closing, as an individual American who loves his country, I would like to add my 
appreciation and gratitude to that of Americans everywhere for the sense of security 
that we have enjoyed over the years in knowing that under your direction the F.B.I. 
"never sleeps". 



/ 



Sincerely, 
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November 15, 19GC 




Dear 

Your letter of November 7, I960, with enclosure, 
ha 3 been received, and the interest which prompted you to write 
is appreciated. 

May I point out in connection with your inquiries 
the FBI is an investigating agency of the Federal Government, 
and as such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as x 
to the character or integrity of any individual, publication or g 
organization. The files of this Bureau are confidential and o 

available for official use only pursuant to regulations of the * 
Department of Justice, and 1 hope you will not infer in this CD 5 
respect that we do or do not have the information you desire. ^ * 

ac 

I am enclosing some material dealing with the § 
general subject of communism which may be of interest, together * 
with your dipping. 



m/ulcd 

NOV i 3 

COMM-1 



>1960 



Sincerely yours, 

3: lOfitir t*.‘ 
o’ 






Efcclosures (6) ^ r v *’ 

Newspaper Clipping . 

Director's Spti^B before American Legion Convention, 10/18/60 

Onej^taUc »’*s Response To Communism 

3/60 LEB Introduction 6 17th Convention CP USA 

Communist Vl^arg^t-^youth 

Expose ‘Of.Sd’vid Espionage 

HHArlcl (3) t . . SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE »' ! 
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SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 
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NOTE: Bullies contain no record with respect to 

Due to the broad nature of correspondent's inquir^mKespec^ f'' n 

to several organizations, publications and individuals, and his 
request for documented evidence he can use, it is believed that 
a* files confidential "reply will best serve the Bureau’s interest. 

Many allegations have been made about the National Council of 



Churches being infiltrated by communists over the years. We 
have kept abreast of its activities although no investigation as 
such has been made. It is not believed that the Qpiincil's policies 
are being dictated by the Communist Party. 





November / , 1 



•7. r.d,*ar Hoover, Director 
Fed. i ! ur. of Investigation 
Wash in.? ton, D.O. 

I r : 
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1 - Mr. Farrow 
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November 14, 1960 




Your letter dated -dtoveuber 1, I960, lias 
been received and the interest which prompted your 
communication is indeed appreciated. 




I nr**,* 



Loach . 
lama . 



<I»t 

^mhivor . 
V*. Hoorn 



n \m 
• i/ 



In response to your inquiries, I must 
advise that the jurisdiction and responsibilities 
of the FlU do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or consents concerning the character or integrity 
of any individual, publication or organization. 

'flic Fill is strictly n:« investigative agency of the 
Federal Ciovcrnac.it and, as such, docs not issue 
clearances or nonclcarances. 

I am sure you will understand the 
necessity for this policy and will not infer that 
we do or do not have in our files the information 
- you desire. 



Sincerely yours. 



fl * 

* * * 

«i , 



TUFibgc . 

t3) ’ j 'r,® 
vi'ND Jj '_ j( ; 

. 



John Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE ON YELLOW ; 

Correspondent states that she has heard 
that some of the top leaders of the World Council 
of Churches and the National Council of Churches were 
either affiliated with or were sympathetic to the 
communist movement. She requests any information 
concerning these two organizations. 

Bufiles contain no identifiable data 
concerning the correspondent. 

For a number of years allegations have been 
made by a number of people, including some clergymen, 
to the effect that the National Council of the Churenes 
or Christ has been infiltrated by communists. Although 
we have never conducted an investigation of the 
National Council of the Chruches of Christ (HCCC), as 
such, we have kept abreast of the efforts of the 
Communist Party (CP), USA, to infiltrate this organization 
through over-all investigations of the CP, USA, and 
communist efforts to infiltrate mass-type organizations. 

It docs not appear from the information we have 
developed that the CP, USA, is dictating the policies 
of the NCCC today, 

100-50C69 

The World Council of Churches has not been 
investigated by the Bureau and there is no information 
which would indicate that this organization is controlled 
by the Communist Party. 



Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Durcau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

In recent months there have been numerous 
accusations that one or more of the top lenders in 
the World Council of Churches and the National Council 
of Churches have, or did have. Communist affiliation 
or were sympathetic with the Communist movement. Doth 
groups named have steadily denied and attempted to 
refute these allegations, but in the minds of many 
there is a question as to their sburce and authenticity 

As members of the United Church Women, an 
affiliate of the KCC. and WCC., we feel that it is 
most urgent to clarify this question. ricasc advise 
us if your Department has been caused to investigate 
this matter and, if so, the nature of the evidence 
you found. 



Thanking you, 1 am 



Sincerely yours. 



/s/ 
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. November 10, I960 
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„ « ^ doted *7 f I960, has been 

received end the Interest which prompted your communication 
is indeed appreciated# 



4 4 In r esp °ns° to your Inquiry, I mu3t advise that 

the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not 
extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning tho 
character or integrity of any individual, publication or 

£ he is strictly an investigative agency 
of the Federal Government and, as such, does not issue 
clearances or nonclearanced* I. am sure you will understand 
the necessity for this policy and will not infer that we do 
or do not have in our files the information you desire* 




L. 





Sincerely yours, 




John Edgar Hoover 
. Director 
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Correspondent Inquires about national Council of 
Churches (of Christ) (NCC) stating that there are allegations 
of ministers being associated with the communist movement* 

She Inquires about J* B. Matthews* author of "American 
Mercury" and Dr* Carl Mclntlre* She states that Edwin T* 
Dahlberg of the RCC is supposed to be affiliated vlth at 
least a dozen communist fronts* 

For a number of years allegations have been made 
by a number of people, Including some clergymen, to the effect 
that the NCC (of Christ) has been Infiltrated by communists* 
Although we have never conducted investigation of the RCGCas 
such, we have kept abreast of /the efforts of the Communist 
Party, USA (CPUSA) to Infiltrate this organization through 
our over-all Investigations of the CPUSA and communist efforts 
to Infiltrate mass-type organizations* It does not appear 
from the Information we have developed that the CPUSA is 
dictating the policies of the NCCTtoday* (100-50869) 

* t 




Buflles contain no information identifiable with 
correspondent* 
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October 27,1960 



J. Edar Hoover 
Director Of The F.-i.I. 
Vashin ^on, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 



V. 



You are just about the only one I can turn to now and know in ay heart 
that I will recieve a truthful answer* Ry husband' and 1 have become 
very active and interested in reading and learning all aiiout Communism 
A3 far as 1 am concerned everyone in the United otates s.-iould know all 
about the subject. We have read Edgar C. Bundy's book "Collectivism 
In The Churches ", then last week went to hear him give a very fine talk 
and you can imagine how very upset, we were. We belong to a small Metnodist 
church here so we made an appointment to talk to our Minister 

and try to get some information from him, but by the time we cane away 
from the oflice we were more confused than ever, now it has really dis- 
illusioned us to the extent that we are beginning to lose all fnith in 
our Min±8tei4; wonde.ful senuons. ^ 

We really want to know the truth about the National Council Of Churches* 

........ 1 

for we have read both sides of the story and both of them claim that there 
are Ministers associated with the CO'.>munict movement* What do you know 
aDout_J.lj._flatthewB author of the American Mefcury and Dr. Carl Mclntire? 
TOien there is Edwin T. Dahlberg who is now the President of the Rational 
Council of Churches, he ic supposed to be affliated with at least afcozen 
Communist fronts. 

We are good church people and want so much to bring our children up in the 
right church, but on the other hand wo do not want to go against our 
church. Thank you so very much for your very valuable tinw> and I do 
hope that you can help tie. ^ s ^ 
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November 8, 1960 
AIRMAIL 

SPECIAL DELIVERY 




Vi \ 



V/r- 



Tear 



Your letter dated November 3, I960, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is very 
much appreciated. 

I would like to help you in connection with your 
Inquiries; however, the FBI is strictly an investigative agency 
of the Federal Government and, as such, does not make 
evaluations or draw conclusions concerning the character or 
Integrity of any organization, publication or individual. Infor- 
mation in our files, furthermore, is maintained as confidential 
due to a regulation of the Department of Justice. I regret that 
I cannot be of assistance and hope you will not infer either that 
wo do or that we do not have the specific information you desirjt. 



MAILED 27 

NOV • 0 1900 
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COMMF3I 



Sincerely yours, 



Edgar Booyofi 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Ban For a number of years allegations have been made by a 
ct of people, including some clergymen, to the effect that 
rational Councilof the Churc hes of Christ (NCCC) has been 
k B infiltrated “by communists. Although we have never conducted an 
pC,0 if VI investigation of the NCCC, as such, we have kept abreast of the efforts 
of the Communist Party, USA, (CPUSA) to infiltrate this organization 
through our over-all investigations of the CPUSA and communist efforts 
to Infiltrate mass-type organizations. R does not appear from the informa - 
tion we have developed that the CPUSA is dictating the policies of the NCCC 
••V^oday. .» Is 
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J. Edgar Hoover 
Director of F. B. L 



Dear Mr. Hoover 



I would like 6ome information on the National 
Counsil of Churches or World Counsil of Churches is there 
communism in it or are communists working thru it. 

Have heard they the N. C. C. are in favor of 
and trying to do away with the House ivestigating committee 
on unamerican activitys, is this true? 

Ha\e also heard that they are even against the 

F.B.I. 

# 

Would also like any Iformatlon you could give 
me on the National Counsil of Churches. 



Would like this Info f by Nov 11 , 1960 
for a meeting at the Church 



Thanks a lot. 



Sincerl; 




(over) 



If you'd like to know how I stand on N. C. C. I 
don't think they should be supported as don't think they are . 
working for the Lord, or doing any good for our country 



Our Church convention is a N. C. C. Member. . 























T 



y J. si* <A. y C 

.» /■? T) 

• y >.ud. 

>t*O r * v t • / 



, i; *.•*-«£ xtyL 

• ^ £> ‘^ ISZcJ^ ^<- »•» w'l/.L ' 

.-^v <?'* <1/*^ Ctrylnru.^ 

-:-i'Z^.\, yf ; 

y f /* »*C. Xc<n\ ^1 CC. il- 4'»«-^- 

• K >^\ .Zf JiT 'i s^ ^il l ,tL '}/< '•*- -' 

^•,aA (iivy ,Vlc M^S ^iyf~ ' i * L< - * '** ’ ’ 

y.<U-"t Xh< ij'&.Q*. • 

^ <9/; ,<^ *~*y 

,j,^u. .-iff"’''-' -wC* ‘ik-tiovi. 

/ J‘ }. . (EC- 44 /<••'■' 

^ J^y, :.^i; y./ci. yt/vCi i-i.UK Any )W HflH 
' ' ' y. y. s/.jL.t d 



Cl a .-"Uilrvt. «f frtcL~L 

J. I . « 

r*' . V^»u% J-‘l 



f 



M 












,S-Zc . s>u.<j^ 

/t^V cL**X CcvV~**fe~ ** ^' C f)‘ C'C, 

C- 

/^TSUl'rY^6- ,i A. 






OS. HU » 01 / * n| 

TQ J 

SMnOi’t bBOD'OiOiM 







1 




arrow 



L>1 ' ffi Cf2~r 



November k, i960 




Your letter postmarked October 27, i960, has 
been received, and the interest which prompted your communi- 
cation is indeed appreciated. 

In response to your inquiry, I must advise that 
the Jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not 
extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning the 
character or integrity of any individual, publication or 
orGanization. The FBI is strictly an investisative asency 
of the Federal Oovcrnment and, as such, does not issue 
clearances or nonclcarance3 , I am sure you will understand 
the necer.r.ity for this policy and will not infer that we do 
or iO not have in our files the information you desire. 

I am enclosing the pamphlet entitled "Expose of 
Soviet Espionage, May, i960," which you requested, alon^ 
with some other literature on the subject of communism 
which nay be of interest to you. 



Sincerely yours. 




Enclosures (>;) 



John Ed car Hoover 
Director 




SEE NOTE ON YELLOW., PAGE TWO 
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WOTEONYELLOWi 



Mq . . Correspondent requests information concerning 
the National Council of Churches and reauesta 
pamphlet entitled "Expose of Soviet Espionage, May, I960." 

ttqHo . . Por a number of years allegations have been 

th2%rr»?<- n ?I! b f r 4.? f P e °P le * including some clergymen, to 

th ® Natlonal Council of the Churches of° 
(NCCC) has been infiltrated by communists. Although 
we have never conducted investigation of the NCCC as such 

SL ??PT,^ t , ab ? e ??^ 0f . the eff ° rts of the Commuhist ?a?tj, 
USA, (CPUS A ) to infiltrate this organization through our 

to e iSiitJ»J» 0t = Eat J 0n3 0f the - cptJ SA and communist efforts 
Jvni n £>2 t J a J e ma ??' type or sanl2atlO03. it does not appear 
from the information we have developed that the CPUSA is 
dictating the policies of the NCCC today. (100-50869) 

♦ >»r» Bureau files con ^ a ^ n no identifiable data concerning 

f urni ?hoH 3 ? « n ^ nt * The folloi ' in S items of literature were 1 & 
furnished to the correspondent : 



2 

1) 
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"Expose of Soviet Espionage, May, I960." 
Communist Target - Youth." 

A re P rl u^ £rom the PBI Law Enforcement Bulletin 
March, i960, "An Analysis of the 17th National 
Convention of the Communist Party, USA." 

One Nation's Response to Communism." 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington , D. C. 




Please send me at the address below free pamphlet about 
Soviet Esponage. 

I would like to know the color Red - Pink - or White of 
the National Council of Churches , if there is anything 
authors tive on the subject.- , 

I have withdrawn my membership from the Presbyterran 
Church because I seem to see a very red color in their 
literature from the National and World Council— 

• /a/ 
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October 28, 1960 
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lib. *< 



I have received your letter of October 25, 
with enclosure, and in response to your request, one of 
my representatives in our ll j*r York Office will call on 

you in the near future. I do apt reciate your good wishes. 
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Sincerely yours, 

7». Edgar. Boovor 

2 -t'New York - Enclosures (7) 

Attention SAC^^jnature and experienced Agent of your office should 
promptly contact ^^BH^^ind tactfully advise that the FBI, as an investi- 
gative agency, does not furnish comments or opinions regarding the 
character or integrity of any individual, publication or organization. You 
may advise her, however, that the FBI has not conducted an Investigation 
of the National Council of Churches. You may deliver to her the enclosed 
material concerning the general subject of communism and suggest to her 
that for additional understanding of the menace of communism she may 
desire to read my book, "Masters of Deceit. " 

NOTE: Bufiles; contain no record identifiable with 1 

Edward P. Mulrooney was formerly New York Commissioner of Police; 
Chairman of the New York State Alcohol Beverage Control Board and 
Commissioner of Corrections for the State of New Ycjk^Xomspondence 
was addressed to him on first name basis. Letter tof^^^^Bbeing 
sent in self-addressed stamped envelope which she eni 
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Enclosures sent to New York Office are Communist Illusion and 
Democratic Reality, Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion, 
God and Country or Communism? 1 17th National Convention, CP 
USA, and 3-60 LEB Introduction, and One Nation's Response To 
Communism. 



Sincere 


















1 - Hr. Farrow 
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October 14 v 19*60 





Your letter postmarked October 5, I960, has 
been received and the interest which prompted your 
communication is indeed appreciated. 

s 

In response to your inquiries. I must advise 
that the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FHI 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. The FBI is strictly an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, doe:; not issue clearances or nonclcarmces. 

I am sure you will understand the necessity 
for this policy and will not infer that we do or do not 
have in our files the information you desire. 

Sincerely yours. 
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Jolin Fdgar Hoover 
Director 



i*OTE Ob YELLOW : Correspondent, in' 6“ lengthy letter, requests 

information concerning the IFair Play Council" its sponsors, 
particularly with regard to Tiny un-American activities on the 
part of these organizations. (,C/ 
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Burfaui files contain 410 identifiable data concerniqg 
the correspondent or the ‘."Fair Play Council ."^r. ' 
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lir. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director of Federal Bureau of 
Investigation 
Washington 25 » D. C. 

Dear lir. Hoover, 




October 3t I960 

• • 






After reading several of your books; liaster of Deceit, 
as well as "Naked Communist," "Soviet Total lfar," and several 
periodicals, we attended a meeting under the name of "Fair Play 
Council.” This council appeared to have used the typical Kremlin 
method • 



Since then I have joined a small group inflH||H|HH 
County Area which are very interested in fighting coranunRm^The ' 
sponsors for the Fair Play Council are: Council of Churches, 

Japanese American Citizens* League, Unitarian Fellowship for Social 
Justice," and"Jewish Community Center." 

Any information I may have or obtain from any liable 
source concerning the unamerican activities of their sponsors 
would be very greatly appreciated. 

Also, 1 have written to our Bishop Pike asking why he 
speaks for "shady" councils and is so against the "unamerican 
Hearings in San Francisco. Also, (being an Episcopalian) our 
church has changed for the worse in our rituals, services, and 
sermons , lfe seem to pray for China (Red). Pray for Russia etc. 

1 just get a run around when ask Hhy? I*m now teaching the 
intermediate grades in Sunday school with a large class to 
combat this influence of the rNat*l Council of Churches” and 
Bishop Pike. 






So please send me all information on Pike or our church 
because another group will help me in this matter. 

Of course everything and help I receive will be strictly 
confidential . 



Thank you very much for any information or giving me a 
reliable source of this information. 



Sincerely, 
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I have received your letter ol October 5, 
1300, with enclosure, regarding Major Bundy. 

While I would like to be ol service to you, 
the 1 BI is strictly an investigative agency ol the Federal 
Government and docs not furnish evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity oi any individual, 
publication or organization. I can advise you, however, 
that 1 have no recollection ui ever meeting tills individual. 

. Sincerely yours, V . V 

Mgas Hooym I 
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Dear Sir: 



Recently I have listened to Major Bundy 
exposing the communist in fliter ation in the National 
Council of Churches. Many people I talk to feel that 
^ M ajor Bundy does not have the facts. We think he 
has. 



. Would you be so kind to tell me if Mr. Bundy 

1 is a reputable man? * 



Sincerely, 





He say_ he is a personal freind of yours. 
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October 14, 1960 



& 




Dear 

lour letter of October 6, 1960, has 
been received, and the Interest which prompted you 
to write is indeed appreciated. 

«Vhile I would like to be of assistance 
with regard to your inquiry, the FBI is strictly an 
investigative agency and as such does not make evalu- 
ations or comments concerning the character or 
integrity oi any individual, publication or organization. 
Information in our files is maintained as confidential 
due to regulations of the Department oi Justice. I 
hope you will not infer either that we do or do not have 
data concerning the organization or individual you 
mentioned. 



"rZ7il* <» I 

l.;,» ' HbU 
couu^iV_ 



Sincerely yours. 



j: 1 I Jdiih Ltl^ur Hoover 
Director 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. For a number 
of years allegations have been made by’ a number of people to the 
effect that the National Council of Churches of Chri6t (NCCC) has 
been infiltrated by communists. Although the Bureau has never 
/ conducted an investigation of the NCCC, we have kept abreast of th e 
. .!« efforts of the Communist Party to infiltrate this organization. It 
I ‘ does not appear from the information we. have developed that the 
^Tnn Communist Party is dictating the policies on the NCCC today. 

* * * '* !\i00-50869) \ NOTE CONTINUED NEXT PAGE / - • 
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Oct. 6, 1960 



J. Edgar Hoover 
Dir. F. B.I. 
Washington D. C. 



Dear Sir: 

# 

I shall be truly grateful to you if you 
will take, time from your busy schedual to read and 
answer my letter. 

Can it be. true that the National Council 
of Churches in the U. S. A. are connected with 
communist infiltration? I am a member of a church 
that is a member of the N.C.C. and if this is true 1 
want out of such a church because 1 despertly want to 
be true to my God and country. 

Are you familar with Dr. Carl Mclntire 
and his 20th century Reformation hour radio broadcast? 
1 am, and 1 have made it known to my pastor and he is 
very much against Dr. Mclntire, which puzzels me very 
much. Please help me. 






¥ 



I am 



Hoping to hear from you soon 

Yours Very Trulj 

/s/t 
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October 14, I960 
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natter 
V.C. tsUtfOD . 
I <e. Room . 
Ingron - - 



Dear 

Your letter of. October 6, I960, has 
been received, and I appreciate the interest which 
prompted you to write. 

While 1 would like to be of assistance, 
ac a matter oi policy 1 cannot recommend sources as 
von requested. In -vie w,-ol your concern regarciin^ Die 
at.ieistic menace ol communism, 1 am encloci^ some 
material riiic!) you may want to read. 



XT. 

ax 



MAILtO 19 

OCT 14 1960 

COMMFEI 



Sincerely yours, 

JfcT £&&or. Bovvmi 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Wfi? r ^orrUponle i5f Is not identifiaole In Bufiles. For a number 
of years allegations have been made by a number of people to the 
effect that thWational Council of Churches, of QhrlstJNCCC) has 
been infiltrated by communists. Although the Bureau has never 
conducted an investigation of the NCCC, we have kept abreast of the 
efforts of the Communist Party to infiltrate this organization. It 
does not appear from the information we have developed that the 
Communist Party is dictating the policies on the NCCC today. 

j(10O14g8Q9)r Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
/ * # 7s*.** • ~ Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
. 1 ' ' ' ; % ’ Communist Target — Youth t / 

SAW: be w (3) , . Expose of Soviet Espionage./^, k ’}- "l 
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October 6, I960 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau Of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover* 



There has been considerable discussion recently 
among the members of ny church regarding the possible 
infiltration of the National Council of Churches and 
even the Protestant ministry by Communists and Com- 
munist sympathizers. A segment of our membership is 
deeply concerned over such reports, and has urged us 
all to become thoroughly informed of the situation, 
so that "grass roots" auction can be taken. 

Because of the confusing nvraber of questionable 
accusations and denials, it is difficult for a person 
with little or no knowledge of the reliability of the 
sources to separate the truths from the untruths. 

For this reason, I am writing to you with the 
ii hope that you can recommend specific information 
11 sources which you believe present the most accurate 
If facts in regard to Communism and the Protestant 
jf Churches. 



I will deeply appreciate any help that you can 
give me which will enable me to inform nyself and 
assist ay fellow churchmen in this critical issue. 



Sincerely, 



EX-138 
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October 10, 1550 



;a ; J ' : 




Your letter dated September 2V, iV60, 

*,,35 been received and the interest which prompted 
your coamu-tication is inflect! appreciated. 

In response to your inquiry, I tmst 
advise that tl*e jurisdiction and rcsponsihi Jitics 
of the FIJI do not extend to furni shiny evaluations 
or c<»\ ir'cnts cotitcntiitj; tli< character or integrity 
of my individual, pub! ication or organisation. 

The riil is strictly an invc»tii;* - tivc agency of tn«: 
Federal Govern sent and, os filch, does not issue 
•clearances or nonclcaranccs. 1 um sure you mil 
understand the necessity for this policy and mil 
not infer that v.e do or do not have in our files 
tin. information you desire. 

J have noted your kind personal contents 
and I trust that we in the Fill mil continue to^. 
merit your support. • 

v* » * •"**' 

sincerely yu*jrs, *' 
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ninis tcr, states that 

he has heard Council of Churctes to th^ 

Churches and the '™". communistic minded, » 
effect that they ,arc eadcrs hold to theseji^ thc 

even some of the judgment of the as i- s if the 

11 c asks if r i*icisros are va M^* w Jth a question os 
Fill these critic i organiJta tions wj > t “ tat ^ s that . 

to 1 the ir* true Royalty ^usi.n 

EilESlrsHrffi e ewts. 

it is he lie lUircau. 

mteres s ^ nUBlUcr ; 0 r years 

M>. .«< v«S8« 

s: &,*s » ifess 

Corr.f.rist " ar I}.*-«ii«h our over-all tts in fj 



such, « h^ rt “?tl*), hS; to inf i investigations 
Cort.unist t J, ro u"h our fforts to infiltrate 

^s^-^v^'er^niaedoas^^t ^ocs not^appear^tron^^ 

... 'Vorld Council of 9 J;“ r »;'Vot<K' lo ut tSc world 
sects, nuf.les contain no co|>ccrlll nr. this 

SU.£K°- a«0-»i»o 

Uuf iles contain no identifiable data 

concerning 11 the correspondent . 
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1 Tele. Uftoni 

J Mr. Ingram _ 
Je pt c r?bc r 29 , Cand y— 



Mr* J. ir* f ;.ar Hoover *. ~ 

/edcra" hurt au of Invc stl ration ^ \ 

:/as kin(:ton, D. C. ’ * C 

C5 

-H 

Dear Mr. Hoover. 

CM 

four r :'<rl :*t *.?.!’ tent j (’or.;' V.n alv:a r Veer n ;■» it innnir- _ 
at i or to r.f. in ~y cwr Christian life. I a ,- » an inc ricar o. 
B^-rtict Cc'vurjtlor renter, a on I have r;,a“y tiries shared c 
veur cc-vr-erts cv» Christ Jan principle s. with asy church 
family. 

V 

<Vr. ar \ne rl ;a r i ria'vtist , v:e r;a:'rtair n definite v.’orh vrit^ 1 
ct'.c r df.rc .’.inatioos which I have always felt to be a food 
thir.y. Cur n cut j ratio • in workirr v’if° tb ediat 1 onal Council 
cf C^vrcher oni also with the '/or Id Council ’of Churches. 

•« } ' il- j recopni^e that no earthly organisation is nerfect, 

I vc feci t -at both there cr ranis: tionr. do a rod work. 

I a . const,*.- rtly hc^ri-..- criticic •: ’"ron hyo r-critical 
source a tlv.t Voth cf thee' crcf niiations are ccmurlstic 
Li , *”-f, that e-cn ioit of thcAr leaders hold to these 

views. 

-** your o-v ,*u* <x.at and. that of t'.e i‘. I . of our country, 
do you tbl.:i: t-*at “uch criticism is valid? 'Xc r- it have any 
*-i- ;« 1 bv.nir? Doe*? t r r. .1 lock at these organisations ,wlth 



a r.uc 



to their true A. u ricar loyalty* 



1 fully r* :• f i t-T ■ , i r ' r iculty of an sv/crin" si>ch a Wty/r, 
hut cur chrirtJ rv* testimony encourages u-o to rr.c.5- your 
onlniot; to *-*eln *r in jy thinMnr. ioulf 1 *>c fre o tc share 
ar , 's with ~*y ohurc*' family in crier to Gtrv.rvthen 
iv* t e-.ich ran’' rriticis:.’. 



avc fc it the Chri ' 

alty ?.•■* V°f — t:*on f *«:'*t vk 



th •*.nd true Vx r- 
ai* ?t co n *unis •■». 



®.p'*r- elate tcvr r ans^ev* you txv he a 1 : Is to * *1 v c 
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October 11, 1060 ‘ 





and the interest v/liich prompted ycu to write is appreciated. 



May I point out tint this Bureau docs not maintain or 
publish a list such as you mentioned in your communication. It is 
suggested that you contact the Subiersive Organizations Section, 
Internal Security Division, United States Department ol Justice, 
Y/achin^tcn 26, D. C., iron wliich you can obtain a list .of the 
organisation 3 cited by the Attorney Ccncral of the United States. You 
may be able to locate in your public library a copy of the "Guide to 
Subversive Organizations and Publications," prepared and released by 
the Un-An. erican Activities Committee of the United States House of 
Representatives. 



A 






TV i tli rc.jard to your other inquiries, l..e I’DI is strictly £_ 
an invest! ...ati vc a .oncy of the Icderal Government ancl docs not furnish r 
evaluations or comments concerning the character or integrity of any * 
individual, publication or organization. In view of your concern regardf 
inj communism, enclosed is 6ome material dealing with that subject r 
widen may be of interest. 

■ ^ , 



r.'jiiij 

- A 1 ! octii ;:33 



Sincerely yours. 



Sellnwi 

*.Reon. 
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Enclosures 

3-1-60 LEB Introduction & 17th National Convention 
Communist Illusion an 1 ' uocratic Reality 
One r ion's Response to Communism 
Communist Target— Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 



NOTE: No record Bufiles 




For a number 

years allegations have been made by a number of people, including 
some cler.Tymcn, to the effect that the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ (NCCC) has been infiltrated by communists. Although we have 
never conducted an investigation of the NCCC, as such, we have kept 
abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party, USA, (CPUSA) to infiltrate 
this organization through our over-all investigations of the CPUSA and 
communist efforts to infiltrate mass-type organizations. It does not 
appear from the information we have developed that the CPUSA is 
dictating the policies of the NCCC today. (100-50869) 









UE COPY 



Oct. 4, 1960 









Dear Sir, 



Is it possible to receive a list from you of Communist 
front organizations and also magazines that have Communist editors 
or writers. I am especially referring to the American Mercury 
magazine. Is it approved by you or not? 

I am also wondering if the following news commentators: 

Martin Agronsky 
Dean C. Manion 
John T.' Flynn 
Fulton Lewis Jr. • 

* 

are Communist or not? 



We believe they are good Americans, but would like 
to know for sure. 



• o 

One other thing, I have heard that the National Council 
of Churches is doubtful (meaning) they have Communist's on their 
board. Being a Lutheran I am deeply concerned about the National 
Council of Churches. 



Sincerely, 




4 






i. 



October IQ I960* 




Your letter of Jepleinbcr 30, 1CGC, hr; 
been received, and your interest in writing is inrte?u 
appreciated. 



Vviiile I would like to be of assistance, the 
I'Ll is strictly an investigative agency' of the federal 
Government and does not furnish evaluations or comment-', 
concerning the character cr integrity of any individual!, 
publ c.sion or org.aitaatioii. Our files are maintained as 
confi: initial by a regulation of tae Department of Justice, 
bu* ! : i-e you ill at:. i JTcr*eiLiur thud we uo or uo not 
U.. ,’c a la «:> arc f : ]?s ral~.i.i;, to ./our iinpaixy . 

i i view oi your concern r<fvaiuin 
Inc woiiace of communism, 1 am enclosing some material 
which you may want to read. 



I mai re vj 

rrji p |peo 

. '“'xMrr’i 



;incc> ily yo* rs, 

J - * ■ *i‘" 



John LJgnr Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (5) 

* Communist Illusion & Democratic Reality 

vKoo 17th National Convention 

— - — God and Country or. Communism? 

Inont m . ■■ — ; ' \ Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
~ n One Nation’s Response to Communism 

-IjItW — — a. .y 

^Ki« 4 j * * | ^ 

Amen . V ^S6*e NOTE next page) i • 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. For a 
number of years, allegations have been made to the effect that 
thfc National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) has been 
infiltrated by communists. Although the Bureau has never con- 
ducted an investigation of the NCCC, we have kept abreast of the 
efforts of the Communist Party to infiltrate this organization. 
From the information developed, it does not appear that the 
Communist Party is dictating the policies of the NCCC today. 
(100-50869) 
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Sept. 30, 1960 



f... • 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Chief, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

The Social Action and Education Committee of the 
church of which I am a member ’investigated' charges made in the 
Air Force manuel relative to Communist infiltration in the National 
Council of Churches. Their ’investigation’ reavealed that there was 
no truth in the charges, and the Session, the governing body of the 
church, unanimously endorsed the findings *of this committee. 

I discussed this matter with my minister stating that 
I felt that there was not only evidence to support the charges made 
in the Air Force manuel but that evidence from other sources bear 
thifi out, and that the Session should not have acted without hearing 
from those who believed the charges to be true . 

The vast majority of Americans are totally indifferent 
to the Communist goal of world domination which will destroy our 
freedom and liberty. The churches, which are our greatest bulwaAh 
against evil, take the position that there is no danger of Communism 
destroying them, hi my humble opinion they are making a great 
mistake. 

Will you please advise if the F.B.I. has conclusive 
proof that the Protestant churches of America have been inliltrated 
by the Communists. If I am wrong in my contention I want to readily 
admit it. If I am right I want to continue to fight Communism wherever 
I believe it exists, as I am bitterly and irrevocably opposed to it. 
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October 5, 1960 



% 

% 



Dcari 



Your letter of September 27, i960, has been 
received, and your interest in writing is indeed appreciated. 



OD » 



While I would like to be of assistance, the v 
FBI is strictly an investigative agency and does not make I— t 

evaluations or comments concerning the character or integrity 
of any individual, publication or organization. Information 
in our files is confidential due to regulations of the Depart* 
nient of Justice, and I hope you will not infer either that we 
do or do not have Information in our files relative to the 
organizations you named. I can advise you, however, that 
I have made no statement implying infiltration of either of 
these organizations. 



... ,f ; ; 




,/}> > N 

W 



Sincerely yours, 

?t ktiQOXl Potivt jf 

John Edgar Hoover 
#> s Director 



//" 



NOT^r iCttrrespondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. For a number of 
years allegations have been made by a number of people to the effect 
that tbe.National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) has been 
infiltrated by communists. Although the Bureau has never conducted ■. 
*luf 'investigation* of the NCCC, we have kept abreast of the efforts of 
Hie Communist Party to infiltrate this organization. It does not appear j 
from the information we have developed that the Communist Party is 
dictating the policies on the NCCC today. (100-50869) The World 
Council of Churches is allegedly composed of most of the Chxi stain 
SAWrJab/bis. (3) n - ^ (Note continued next page) j 
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(Note continued) 



churches throughout the world except the Roman Catholic Church 
and certain small sects. Bufiles contain no identifiable information 
of a derogatory nature concerning the World Council of Churches. 




IV. J . nhjar Hoover 

Fede v.,1. Iwreau cf Jnvosticatior. 

..’arfii’; .Ion, D. C . 



Dear Jf r: 



_n.r-i n. ian in the 



•-n in i ict’ v^int Church, 

'»rescr.tly vo'Yir-j in t-v* capacity of 




the : car j I've tuber. our church too matter of 1‘r.ctl; , and 
....lirinti’ 1 e oit 1 r- 3. a. cun t aioioudo* toward church affairs resulted, 
while entering into a tfroun diecussiop the matter of 
eo.:;r.;iiir.t infiltration into our pastorates, th<Mjational Council of 
' 2i c il* n •' ? ' n '^ i/orid Council of Churches was vij;ouysly mentioned, 
•j **• '•» : wnhioned was that you had previously voiced n.ffj r.satior. to 
; ; ' J ~ these c. xjT.cc. *.ih at I’n cttercjvfcin;; to fir-1 ou- is the 

-lee tier, of these chary.*:;, and if, there is so.;., justification 
r *neh<T7 to do abo rt then- . 



- ', x* - or cun, ary advice, or any li ;h(. that you can shed 
.. -ulcer v. : •_ certainly be ciaccd. 
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date: 9/27/60 



Memorandum 

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI ( 100-50869 ) 

from/: SAC, NEW YORK (105-409^9) 

y— 

subject: CHICOII INFILTRATION OF" NATIONALCOU.NG IL_.OF._C J HURCffi^ 

IS - CH * 



captioned case and Bulet 9/14/60, 




p . 



entitled 

A separate case file has been opened onjip^^pnd 
Inst nuyged In reBulet an attempt will be made to locate and Interview j 
f in connection with that case. [ 

Captioned case file is being closed by the NYO. 



r* 







2 - Bureau (100-50869) (RM) 
1 - New York (105-40949) 

RGK:lgb 

(3) 







1 - Mr. Farrow 



September 26, i960 
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Your postal card dated September 20, i960, 
has been received, and the Interest which prompted 
your communication is Indeed appreciated. 

In response to your inquiry, I must advise 
that the Jurisdiction and responsibilities or the 
FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations or com- 
ments concerning the character or Integrity of any 
individual, publication or organisation. The FBI is 
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal 
Government and, as ouch, docs not issue clearances 
or nonclearances. 




I*' 






I am sure you will understand the necessity 
for this policy and will not infer that we do or do 
not have in our files the information you desire. 



Sincerely yours. 






"-•lichen . 
DeLoocfe . 
^ftelooe _ 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Correspondent requests any printed or other 
Information the Bureau might have available to link 
thd?National Council of. the Churches of .J?hri8&.(NCCC) 
to any "Communist propaganda." 

For a number of years allegations have been 
made by a number of people , including seme clergymen, 
to the effect that the NCCC has been infiltrated by 
communists. Although we have never conducted an inves- 
tigation of the NCCC, as such, we have kept abreast of 
the efforts of the Communist. Party (CP), USA, to 
infiltrate this organization through our over-all 
investigations of the CP, USA, and communist efforts 
to infiltrate mass-type organizations. Zt does not 
appear from the information we have developed that the 
CP, USA, is dictating the policies of the NCCC today. 

(100-50869) 

Bu files contain no Identifiable data con- 
cerning the correspondent. 











.wgw. i .a j ? " 1 . 1 



r—^5**r 




- r W • • r-*'- : - • • 




s 






i 




9/20/60 



Sirs: 



If you have any printed 
Information, or other, that 
might linK the National Coun- 
cil of Churches to any Commun- 
ist propagj nda, please send 
it to me. I have a dear frieni * 
whose husband (a prominent 
minister) has been on European 
trips for this organization 
and is scheduled to go to 
India in a year or so for 
them, if they knew there was 
anything wrong with this or- 
ganization, I»m sure he would 
not lend his support to some- 
thing irregular where the 
Government is concerned. He 
is something of a dreamer, 
although highly educated and 
pastor of a church of about 
2,000. If i had something 
authentic to show* them, they 
would think twice. 



. Thame you. 

O' f —'? ° Sincerely 
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September 25, 15 1,0 







lour e'jL..munlcalion dated Septinrl'er 10, 
10C0, has been received. 



Although I would like to be ol service, the *vV' 

FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government , 

and does not furnish evaluation^ and comments concerning 
the character or Integ rity of any organisation, publication or 
Individual. I regret that l am unable to help jou and hope 
that joe v.ill *:ot infer in tills connection either that vo do or 
that v.e do not have iriurn atio-. lu our fllcj rtlatlve to the ^ 

e object of your inquiry. 



Sincerely yours, 
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John Edgar HoovefW'7 
Director Up . 

NOTE: The Bureau has in recent years received numerous inquiries concerning 
communist connections of the National Council of Churches (NCC) and this 
organization has become an extremely controversial one among various church 
groups. We have not investigated the NCC, however, we did make inquiries 
of informants in New York City in 1950 and did not develop any indication of 
communist or subversive influence in the part , of the persons affiliated with the 
or g a niz a ti on at that time. (100-50869) This is the ikroe organization involved 
In a cohtroversy this year resulting from the grou p’s being dfesci 
A ir Force manu al ag&eifig wmlmlnfst infiltrated. 
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Dear Sir: 



Sept 19, 1960 



Will you please send me all the information 
you have regarding the National Council of Churches. I am 
very much concerned. 



Sincerely yours 




Member of the 
First Christian Church 








Dear 







Your letter of September 19, I960, has . 
been received, and I appreciate the concern which promised 
you to write. -• 




I 




v V 



&• ■' 



%r 



I would like to be of assistance to you; 
however, the FBI is strictly an lnvecticativc agency of the 
Federal Government, and we do not make evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity ct any 
individual publication or organization. Information in our 
files is considered confidential and available only for 
official use. I hope you will not infer either that we do or 
do not have information in our files relative to the subjects 
of your inquiry. 
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Sincerely yours, 

0 



NOTE: not identifiable in Bufiles. It has been brought 

to the Bureaus attention that numerous persons affiliated with the revision 
of the Bible. hay£ been associated with communist iront groups. For a 
number of years allegations have been made by a number of people to the 
effect that the National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) has been _ 
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NOTE: (cont’d) 



infiltrated by communists. Although the Bureau has never conducted an i ^ > 

investigation of the NCCC, we have kept abreast of the efforts of the £r. ; K 

Communist Party to infiltrate thi6 organization. It does not appear from the | 

information we have developed that the Communist Party is dictating the 
policy on the NCCC today. (100-50869) 





Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Dc'iT.rtnert of Justice 
V.’ashi ugtor 25, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



The recer.t controversy over the Air Force 3 serve Training 
Manual has caused a deep suspicion on the part of sone of 
my people regardirg the Revised Standard Version of the Bible; 
the p.o n who translated it; and the ilational Council of the 
Churches, of Christ in the U. S. Reference is frequently 
mode to the fact that the Communists have used the R.S.V. and 
the National Cov cil of Churches to infiltrate our country 
V ’th thcr beliefs. In uy opirion the belief tint these 
-statements are true is disturbin'.*, the s'iir.ti-il harmo'iy of 
my church a-:d many other churches in the Cau Diego area, float 
is the truth in this matter? Arc the Comic uniszs running the 
I'at • v>al Cobfdl of Cnurches' Are the Churches of America be- 
comi ..c centers of Coimmnir.t Jc propaganda as J. B. Matthews^ 
Clairs'. Did Communistic fellow -travelers translate the R.3.V. 
Bible? 

I certainly realize the magnitude of t.ie tasu which is yours 
o-d the men of the F. B. I., but if there is any a.isver you 
can - ; ve me i*. this matter, I would erectly appreciate it. 

has disturbed Chr’stiarity as wclins t ils contro- 
versy. ^ ‘03H 

/ 

y Q i r cor.sldcrp.tio - and reading of this letter is greatly appre- 
ciated. 



/ 








Er 



r 



r 



i.'.wVCKOtO Hit** 





September 16, I960 



V#. • \ 



C '> 



* 




Dear 

Your letter dated September 7# I960, hen 
been recolvod, and the Interest vhich prompted your 
communication la Indeed appreciated. 

In response to your inquiries, I muct advise 
that the Jurisdiction and responsibilities of the 
FDI do not extend to furnishing evaluations or 
contents concerning the character or Integrity of 
any individual, publication or organization. The 
FDI Is strictly an Investigative agency of the Federal 
Government and, as such, doe3 not Isouo oleo ranees 
or nonclearancen , 

Z am sure you will understand the noooaolty 
for this policy and will not infer that ve do or do 
not have In our fllcn tho Information you dealro. 

Sincerely yours. 



MAJL.FD PA 

SUP j C 19G0 

COMMFRI 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



NOTE GW YELLOW: 



over reports* of communist infiltration" info the Ha 
Council of Churches. He ststes that he has vd&nL- 1 

* ,.y*v£7' 

NOTE ON YELLOW CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO ;fp 
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NOTE OH YELLOW, CONTINUED 

number of years, a supporter of the National Council of 
Churches, but does not desire to support any movement 
or any activity which tends to "destroy the American 
way of life." He requests any Information available 
concerning communist Infiltration of the National Council 
of Churches . 

For a number of years, allegations have been 
made by a number of people, including some clergymen, 
to the effect that the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ (NCCC) has been Infiltrated by communists. 
Although v:e have never conducted an investigation of the 
NCCC as such, we have kept abreast of the efforts of 
the Communist Party (CP) U&A, to Infiltrate this 
organization through our over-all Investigations of the 
CPUSA and communist efforts to Infiltrate mass-type 
organizations. It does not appear from the Information 
we have developed that the CPUSA Is dictating the 
policies of the NCCC today. (100-50869) 

Bureau files ’contain no identifiable derogatory 
data concerning the correspondent. 
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September 7, I960 



Mr* J. Edgar Hoover 
% Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr* Hoover: 

I have been for a number of years a supporter of the Nation al Co uncllof *- 
Churches, because I believed in their “sincerity, especially after observing 
'Their activities in connection with the migrant workers in our particular 
area. ), r , / 

When some time ago reports appeared in the daily papers concerning communist 
infiltration, as well as the reports that were printed concerning the manuals 
for the Air Corp which supposedly had the ear marks of communist influence, 
also after reading some of the literature printed by the National Council 
favoring the communist activities, I have become rather alarmed. 

I have discussed these problems with various church leaders, but they seem 
to have the attitude that these reports are vilifications of the National 
Council. In order to receive a true statement I have decided to trouble 
you concerning this situation. 

I am a naturalised eitisen of European birth, I have adopted this country 
as my country, and certainly do not wish to have conditions catch up with 
me here. (Conditions from which I have escaped) I do not care to support 
any movement or any activity which tends to distroy the American way of life. 
I would appreciate any information you can give me concerning the above 
problem. 
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Dcanhk* Hooven, * I iL^ciuX- 

3 would. tile to thank you {on youn nepbj. to my Jetten doted fjune /d - - 

naganding the infidtnation of Qsmmunid* in the Quinchc* today, 3 ncalig e now ^ _ ,y/) 

3 wa* adzing ike impo**ible of you in youn podtion and also ikai it wa* not the V ^ 

conned vjay to go about thing*, that U by attacking individual *, onnani$aiion*^£,^ f ^L 

on. publication*. On that way wc. accomplish nothing but that thane, ana othan mona " 
effective, way* of dealing ivith the (ontnunid 7 hneat» 

7 hi* mr. husband and 3 leannt duning. oun attendance at the AntirQnrcumiem 
School held, hene in Son Diego gust nccavtly. 7 he thing that impacted me mod 
.about, the whole School wa* the complete Qinidian Dedication of all the Speahcn*. 

\who tuene obviously, well infonmed each in hi * oun *phcne and al*o the total lack A 
\yf a/Vi forjn of adJjach on a/vj, OAQpruj^pixony gnoup on pcAAoru 

7 hein min ptnpo*e wa * to; alent AmerJca to the Danrcn of (onrunim V 
and haw clo*c wc one. to Jodng oun fneedom thnough plain apathy and ignonancxu M~ 
fi\j husband and 3 feci and 3 hnaw oun feeling, is *haned by a mayonity 3fr 
of tho*e who attended the Antt^onrxntsm School, that imp. one veny gnateful * m 
\, you, hk. Hooven anf to the F.B. 3 . end the douse Un-Amcnican Adivitie* Q>™dtcc^\ 

| {on aJUL that you one doing to help alent us to oun pncecnt Dangcn and in helping |jj \ 

*\^p p nce enve tie F/iecdom Which 3 * Amenica, j|' 

We thank you dneenely, 
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Your letter dated September 3, 1960, has 
been received, and the interest which prompted your 
communication is indeed appreciated'. 



In response to your inquiry. 1 must advise 
that the jurisdiction end responsibilities of the FDl 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments con- 
cerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. Furnishing information of 
the type you have requested would in effect constitute 
a^npproval or disapproval of the organization you 
mentioned. Therefore, 1 regret to advise tliat 1 am 
unable to comply with your request. 




0 I would like to adviso you, however, that 1 

hav£ made no statement concerning the Rational Council 
ofnho Churches of Christ. 

Sincerely yours, 

rrS 



KOTO ON YELLOW: 



John Edgar Hoove 
Director 
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Correspondent expresses concern ^ovc.^ aocqsyJ^s 
o? /eomnunisn in the National Council of the Churches or ■r-Lx. 
ChriZf (NCCC) and alleged left-wing affiliation on the part 



some 4 of the leadership. She 
material supporting and denying 




YELLOW, CONTINUED, 



states she has read considerable 
these charges and that the 
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NOTE ON YELT .QW. CONTINUED 

Director* s name has been used in support of both sides 
of the issue. She requests the Director* s opinion of the 
•policy of the National Council of Churches of speaking 
on social and political issues. Do you feel that this 
policy violates the historical separation of Church and 
Stater* 



For a number of years allegations have been made 
by a number of people, including some clergymen, to the 
effect that the NCCC has been infiltrated by communists. 
Although we have never conducted an investigation of the 
NCCC. as such, we have kept abreast of the efforts of the 
Communist Party, USA. (CPlJSA).' to infiltrate this 
organization through our over-all investigations of tne 
CPUSA and communist efforts to infiltrate mass-type 
organizations. It does not appear from the information, 
we have developed that the CPUSA is dictating the policies 
of the NCCC today. (100-50869) 
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Dear 

Your letter of August 24, 1060, with enclosure, 
has been received in Mr. Hoover's absence from the city. 



I will call your letter to his attention, but I 
know that he would want me to advise you that the FDI as a 
fact -gathering agency of the Federal government does not 
issue clearances or nonclcarancos. B has been a lung standing 
policy of this Bureau, therefore, not to furnish evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity of any 
individual, publication or organization. 







Sincerely yours. 



Helen W. Gandy 
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21* August I960 



lk>n« John Edgar Hoover 

Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C* 




/ fay 



Dear Hr. Covert ' 

For many years I have been a staunch defender of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and of yourself* 
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I have used nothing but the official hearings conducted by the 

Oomittee on Un-American Activities or ^V^Ltc^nT 
the Internal Jccurity Cor..lttee or the tnitcU SUtcr -xn ate, and 
various state legislative bodies* I have also used the doc«raen 
tgtion appearing 8 !" the sermons, books, speeches, ^ ® la ^ ns 
of various left-wing religious leaders which we have by the wany j 
S to in this headquarters* I believe ^ . / / 

of the nost complete files in the entire United btate^ on this . , 

subject* 

We have steadfastly opposed all religion intolerance and hatred / 
and *11 hove nothin, to do with the Fascist gro^s who want to 
pick out some particular race or religion and attack it because 
it disagrees with their own* f 'C, - 'f r 

In the lirht of this I have become increasingly concerned with 
the ta c tics which the leaders of the national Council ot ^lurches 
are now using in order to discredit the ^n^^e^n Un^gican 
Activities of the House of Representatives, the 6ert-te Internal 
Security Committee; resolutions passed by patriotic ^g^nijta ^^»n # 
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and documentation on subversion in 
organizations such as our own. 




Kon. 



3d 



gar Hoover 



religious groups published 



by 



Vo one tli at 1 know of in the recognized organizations which are 
exposing subversion in the religious field have ever 6£id that you 
have at any time stated that the National Council of churches was 
subversive or infiltrated by consnunists. 



( respite this fact, the leaders of the National Council of Churches 
are using letters which they have written to you and your replies 
give the impression that there arc no individuals within the 
organization of the National Council of Churches who have ever been 
'connected with the communist conspiracy. 



I know of no individual, such as Dr. J. fl. Katthews, Congressman 
Francis £. ’..alter, who has ever stated that there are members of 
the Communist Party within the ranks of the National Council of 
Churches. However, I do know that these 6ame j>eople have charred 
from the documentation which they have acquired that there have 
been hundreds of individuals within the frame work of the old Federal 
Council of Churches and the National Council of Churches who have 
been affiliated with many organizations classified as communist 
fronts or subversive by the various attomeys-ger.eral of the united 
states and the Congressional Goivniwtees. 



I nhere' ever I speak over this country 1 run into the propaganda put 
out by the National Council that Hr. Hoover and the F. hi. have 
given the National Council of Churches a clean bill of nealth. 

m 

On the other liand we hove the hearings before the Corral otee on Un- 
/Imorican Activities, especially tlie one held this year for the Sec- 
retary of the Air Force, Hr. Dudley Sharp, Sr. , in which it was 
stated that ov<*r a Hundred officals of the National Council of 
Churches had been affiliated with more than one thousand subversive 
organizations. 



Jhousands of church people over the country are asking us to reconcile 
what purports to be ”Hr. Hoover's clean bill of health for the 
“ational Council" and .the statements of the investigating committee. 

Mr. Hoover, you would be doing a great service to the Christian people 
.of this nation, and especially to those who are in the front line6 
fighting this infiltration of subversion into our religious institu- 
tions, if you would clarify this confussed situation. 

I wish that you would see fit to issue a statement that the F.3.I. 
is not authorized to cite any organization as subversive, that you 
would heve no occasion to do this in regard to the* National Council 
of Churches. Also, that you have never stated that there are not 
individuals within the Hational Council of Churches who have been or 
are now affiliated with subversive groups. 



i*hic is of extremly deep concern to our organization and to thousands 
of other Christian people who see what is happening right within their 
own religious institutions but who are told flatly by thoir leaders 
that if there were any subversive activities t'ie F.3.I. would be the 
first to state sc. 



-3- 







-Q 



o 



Hon. John Edgar Hoover 



Can you clarify this situation for us in regard to yourself and 
the F.3.I.? 

I have used your article "God or Chaos" and your testimony given to 
the Committee on Un-American Activities, March 2o, 19U7 very often 
and have made thousands of copies of it to distribute to ministers 
and lay people throughout the United States* 
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1 - Nr. Simpson 




September 2 , i960 




Your letter dated August 26, i960, has 
been received, and the Interest which prompted 
your communication is indeed appreciated. 



In response to your inquiry, I must 
advlBe that the FBI is strictly an investigative 
agency and dous not furnish evaluations or comments 
concerning the character* or integrity of any indi- 
vidual, publication or organization. I am unable, 
therefore, to comply with your request. 

In view of your Interest concerning the 
communist menace in thio country, I am enclosing 
some literature which you may like to read. 

Sincerely yours. 



John Edgar Hoovez 



Director 

,/' 1 
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ATTENTION: SAC, KNOXVILLE 

Enclosed Is a copy of correspondent's 
communication. Buflles contain no Identifiable data 
concerning the correspondent. / 

» f 

\ 

Por a number of years allegations have been 
made by a number of people. Including seme clergymen, 
to the effect that the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ (NCCC) has been Infiltrated by communists. 
Although we have never conducted an Investigation of 
the NCCC, as such, we have k.ept abreast of the efforts 
of the Communist Party (CP)-, USA, to Infiltrate this 
organization through our. over-all Investigations of 
the CP, USA, and communist efforts to Infiltrate 
mass-type organizations. It does not appear from 
the Information we have developed that the CP, USA, 
is dictating the policies of the NCCC today. (100-^0869) 

• 

Ihe following items of literature were 
furnished to the correspondent: 

1 . "Communist Target - Youth." 

2 . Reprint from the "FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin," 
March, i960, with "An Analysis of the 17 th 
National Convention of the Communist Party, USA. 

3. "Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality." 

k, "God and Country or Communism?” 

NOTE ON YELLOW: 



• On behalf of her Sunday school class, the 
correspondent Is making inquiry concerning the status 
of the NCCC since one of the teachers of the class has 
allegedly read an article that this organization Is a 
communist front. 
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Mr. J. &1gar iioovcr 

Federal ftircau of Investigation 

Washington, L>. C. 



Dear Mr. iioovcr: 

C» behalf of the 
of the First Methodist Cnurch in 
I an writing this letter. 



o und ay School Cl ess 




Recently, our Sunday School teacher read an article 
iron a magazine in regard to the National Council of 
Churches. The teacher stated that the National Council 
of Churches was a Communist front organization. I stated 
that I did not believe it to be so, out as the teacher's 
statement has created some doubt and concern within the 
; roup, in regard to this matter, ve v.ould life to kno w 
the truth. Therefore, they have asked nc to write .you 
for information. 



V.c arc aware that the Communists would like to 
infiltrate into every phase of our American life and 
especially would they like to tear down our churches. 

Ve believe that the statement made about the National 
Cornell of Churches is a dangerous statement to spread 
r broad if untrue; however, II it is true, vc relieve vx 
should oc informed. 

Any information you can give us will be appreciated. 
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Director , F-SI 
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September 14, joC'O 






Jicurlct 0-J2»6o and Leg at, Tokyo, letters 4-13-60 
and 7-2$»(C, all captioned " Chi col ; Infiltration cf Notional 
Ccvicil rf Chvrcb.cz, 13 • Cf," 
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2 - : >v ; C7- ; (lGS-'tOir+f) (Chi con Infiltration of National Council 

of Churches) 
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Memorandum 
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TO 



FROM 




DIRECTOR, FBI (100-50869) 



SAC, NEW YORK (105-40949) 



date: 



8/31/60 

i* 



suBjrpr: 



CHICOM C 

INFILTRATION OF NATIONAL COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES 
IS - CH 



/ 

Re Legat Tokyo letter to Director, 7/29/60, forwarded 
toy Bureau routing slip, 8/11/60, marked for information. 

New York Officefiles contain no identifying 
Information concerning aka. 



the 




The Bureau is requested to advise if it wishes 
ew York Office to attempt to locate and interview 
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Bureau (IOO-50869) (RM) 
Hew York (105-40949) 
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August 30 , 19C0 




Your letter dated August 21, 1S>60, has 
been received, and the interest which pro.aptad your 
co i.v.iiiieatioij is indeed appreciated. 



In response to your inquiry, X raust 
odv?ne that the Jurisdiction and responsibilities 
Ci Ha: rZI ‘.o r.ot extend to furnishing evaluation 
or co ::euts concernin'. the character or 
oC ou : Individual, publication or ar, aid : :'iou. 



V .( i .oI l.i rtriotA;’ an inve ;t.:» 

I ?.’ul Gov'.rn ..ent and, ns .uoh, ire 
clear « rices or no; 'clearances. 
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I a a cure you ;:31.l understand the nccesrit 
"or this policy and will nri. 3 nfer that : c or dc 
not Id; vr. in our Tiles tiio inf oruat-J on you desire • 

Sincerely y*-. r j , 
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1 - Atlanta (Enclosure) ("EE NOTE, PAGE TWO) 
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SEE NOTE OH YELLOW, PAGE TWO 
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ATTENTION : SAC, ATLANTA 

Enclosed Is a copy of correspondent's 
communication. Bureau files contain no Identifiable 
data concerning the correspondent. 

For a number of years allegations have been 
made by a number of people, including some clergymen,, 
to the effect that the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ (NCCC) has been Infiltrated by 
communists. Although we have never conducted 
investigation of the NCCC as such, we have kept 
abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party, USA, 

(CP, USA) to infiltrate this .organization through 
our over-all investigations of the CP. USA, and 
communist efforts to infiltrate mass type organizations. 
It does not sppear from the information we have 
developed that the CP, USA, is dictating the policies 
of the NCCC today. (100-508CS) 



NOTE ON YELTjOV/ 1 

Correspondent advises that he has recently 
read the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
of the United States of America has expressed ideas 
of communism. He requests any information the 
Bureau cai. give concerning this matter. In vie;/ of 
the controversial nature of this subject, it is 
believed the above reply i*lll best servo the interest • 
of the Bureau. 




Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Jr. Jian« r Hoover, Director 
Washington D, C. 

Auc* 21, 1960 



Dear Hr, Hoover* 



A short while ago an article appeared in a magazine of some 
circulation, written by one who is a member of the same 
church ( ilethodist ) that I am. 



This article stated that the^fational Council of the Churchs 
of Christ in the United States of America, is expressing 
ideas of Conraunisra. 



As the .lethodist Church is a member of IT, C. C. this is of 
great concern to me. 

If it is pos.^able to givo any information concerning this, 
I would greatly appreciate it. 



k. - 




t 





# 
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fours truly: 



kr- 



Konber of the First iicthodist Church! 



J 













I - Mr. Farrow 



August 24, I960 




Your letter dated August 16, 1960, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted your communi- 
cation is indeed appreciated. * 

In response to your inquiries. I must advise 
that the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do 
not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments con- 
cerning the character or integrity of any individual, 

f uhlication or organ! zatiop. The FBI is strictly on 
nvestigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, docs not issue clearances or nonclcaranccs. Further- 
more, information in our files is maintained os confidential 
and available only for official use in accordance with a 
regulation of the Department of Justice. 1 an sure you 
will understand the necessity for this policy and will not 
infer that we do or do not have in our files the infor- 
mation you desire. 

1 regret that I am unable to suggest any source 
from which you can obtain the information you desire. 



ToJsoo . 



Snoot * 

Callahan 

Ow Loach ■ ,, 

««lone 

UcCoir# v f 

Bomb 

Tamm 

Tvottet _ 
f.C. Sqiiivafi M 
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Sincerely yours. 



John tdgur lioover 
Director 



1 - Knoxville (enclosure) .,,«( • 

SEE NOTE TO KNOXVILLE, PAGE ' I V 



.. I 

' •»! V 



: \TJF:pwJ'(4) SEE K(JTE ON YELLOW, PAGE TWO 

B3 AUG TELETVPE umT 








ATTENTION! SAC. KNOXVILLE 

Enclosed is a copy of correspondent's communi- 
cation* Dufiles contain no identifiable data concerning 
; the correspondent* 

For a number of years allegations have been made 
by a number of people, including some clergymen, to the 
effect that the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ (NCCC) has been infiltrated by oommunists* Although' 
we have never conducted an investigation of the NCCC, as 
such, we have kept abreast of the efforts of the Communist 
Party, USA, (CPUSA). to infiltrate this organization through 
our over-all investigations of . the CPUSA and communist 
efforts to infiltrate mass-type organizations* It does not 
appear from the information we have developed that the 
CPUSA is dictating the policies of the NCCC today* (100-50869) 






NOTE ON YELLOW: 

Correspondent, a minister, advises that he has 
in his possession the Air Reserve Training Manual dealing 
with the National Council of the Churches of Christ and 
a copy of a report concerning the hearings before the 
Committee on Un-American Activities for February 25, I960, 
■concerning the same subject* lie requests information from 
the Bureau as to whether or not the leaders of the NCCC are 
or have been affiliated with the CP* He states that it is 
his desire to recommend that his diocese either withdraw 
or continue to support the NCCC at its next annual 
convention* He states, however, that before he can make 
any recommendation, he must obtain additional information* 
He requests in addition to any information that the Bureau 
may give him other sources which could provide him with the 
necessary data* In view of the controversial nature 
of this topic, it is believed the above reply will best 
serve the interests of the Bureau. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington,. D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

For the past several months, I have been engaged 
In research concerning the^National Council of Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America. In connection 
“VI tli this, I have a copy of the Air Reserve Training Manual 
number NR45-0050. Thie manual seems to state rather 
specif icly that the National. Council of Churches of ChriBt 
has in it quite a number of members who have, at least. 

Communist leanings . I also have a copy of the "Hearings 
Before the Committee on Un-American Activities" for the 
Date February 25 » i960. This photostat seems to confirm 
the findings of the Air Force Manual. 2 have also obtained 
lists of names that belong to the National Council of 
Churches of Christ v T ho have one or more citations for 
Communist Front organizations. 

At the next annual convention of the Episcopal Church in this 
Diocese, I would like to recommend that this Diocese either 
withdraw or continue their support of the National Council 
of Churches of Christ, provided that I can get together 
sufficient evidence to make the recommendation. Would it 
be possible for your office to give me any evidence for 
or against the National Council of Churches of Christ, . 

or their members, which I mi'-ht use in this venture? ,/ — 

Would you also give me any information you might have (' 

concerning other sources of evidence or facts which might 
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1 - Mr. Simpson 



August 22, 1960 
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1 Iiavc received your letter dated August 12, 
I960, and your interest in communicating with nc is 
indeed appreciated. 

In response to your inquiries, I oust advise 
that the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do 
not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments con- 
cerning the character or integrity of ony individual, 
publication or organization. 





I am enclosing some material relating to the 
communist menace in this country which is available for 
general distribution by the FBI. 1 trust that your 
church group will find this material of assistance in 
its study of communism. In this connection, you may also 
1>c interested in referring to my book, "Masters of Deceit," 
which relates to the story of carmunis*i in America unb how 
to fight it. Tliis book was published in 195fc bv Henry Holt 
and Company, New York City, and is possibly available 
through your local library. 



Aug 221960 
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Enclosures (7) 



Sincerely yours. 




John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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ATTENTION: SAC. HOUSTON 

Correspondent advised that a Dr* Bundy in a 
recent speech on communism stated that the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) and the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ (NCCC) were run by communists and this fact is 
verified in documents of the House Committee on Un-Amcrican 
Activities, Correspondent wanted to know if this is true. 
She also requested literature on communism in the United 
States since her church group is making a study of this 
subject. 



Dufilcs contain no identifiable information 
concerning the correspondents* 




For a number of years alterations have been mode 
by a number of people, including some clergymen, to the 
effect that the NCCC has been infiltrated by communists. 
Although we have never conducted an investigation of the 
NCCC. as such, we have kept abreast of the efforts of the 
Communist Party, USA, (CPUSA), to infiltrate this 
organization through our over-all investigations of the 
CPUSA and communist efforts to infiltrate mass- type 
organizations. It does not appear from the information 
we have developed that the CPuS\ is dictating the policies 
of the NCCC today. (100-50869) 




1. "Communist Target -Youth." 

2. "Communist 'New Look.'" 

NOTE TO HOUSTON, CONTINUED, PACE THREE 
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NOTE TO HOUSTON / CONTINUED 



3. "Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

4. "IIow to Beat Communism,” 

5. "Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion," 

6. Reprint from "FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin 
March, I960, with Analysis of the 17th 
National Convention, CPUSA. 

7. "Communist Party, USA," Reprint from 
"Ave Maria," April 30, I960, 
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I have received your letter of August 11, 
16G0, and appreciate the thought which prompted you 
to write. I want to thank you for your generous remarks. 



o 



It was very kind of you to comment as 
you did regarding my report, "Communist Target— v « „v 30 
Youth. - ' hi view of the concern of you and your fnmilyn Z r\> 
afrmt communism, I am enclosing some material ~ 

which may be of interest to you. 
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Sincerely yours, 

J. KIXiAR HOOVER 
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enclosures (3) 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
17th CP USA Convention and 3/60 LED Introduction 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 

MOTE: Bullies contain no record identiflablefosith correspondent. 
Her question re the National Council of ChSbrches^is being ignored. 
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1 - Mr. Farrow 
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August 11, I960 




Your letter dated August 2, i960, has 
been received, and the interest which prompted 
your communication is indeed appreciated. 



In response to your inquiry, I must 
advise that the Jurisdiction and responsibilities 
of the FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity 
of any individual, publication or organization. 




I am sure you will understand the 
necessity for this policy and will not infer 
that we do or do not have In our files the infor- 
mation you desire. 



Sincerely yours. 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



<k 



• (f ^Butte (Enclosure ) 

ifcr^TO SAC. BUTTE. PAGE TWO 
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ATTENTION: SAC, BUTTE 

Enclosed 1 b a copy of correspondent's 
communication. Bu files contain no Identifiable 
data concerning the correspondent. 

Bufll.es contain no identifiable data 
concerning theltJnited Council of Churches, as 
mentioned in correspondent's communication. It 
la believed, however, that correspondent may refer 
to the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
(NCCC). 

For a number of years allegations have 
been made by a number of people, including some 
clergymen, to the effect that the NCCC has been 
infiltrated by communists. Although we have never 
conducted an investigation of the NCCC, as such, 
we have kept abreast of the efforts of thp Communist 
Party (CP), USA, to infiltrate this organization 
through our over-all investigations of the CP, USA, 
and communist efforts to infiltrate mass-type 
organizations. It does not appear from the informa- 
tion we have developed that the CP, USA, is dictating 
the policies of the NCCp today* ^100—50869) 

NOTeTqN YELLOW: 



Correspondent states she is deeply concerned 
regarding reports that the "United Council of Churches 
has become Infiltrated with communism." She requests 
any information available on this subject. It is 
believed that correspondent has reference to recent 
charges that the NCCC has been Infiltrated by the 
CP. In view of the controversial nature of this 
topic, it is believed the above reply will best 
serve the Interests of the Bureau. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Sir: 



I have become deeply concerned regarding reports 
that the United Council of ChurcheB has become infiltrated 
with communism. 

I would appreciate any information from your 
office on this subject. 

Thank you. 



Sincerely, 
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1 - Mr. Farrow 
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August 12, 1960 




Your letter dated August 6, I960, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted your coantini- 
ention is indeed appreciated. 



"in response to your inquiry* you are advised 
that X have not prepared or distributed an article con- 
cerning, the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
such as you have mentioned. 



r* 



" MAILED 19 

%Gt 2 1960 

C0..1UvP! 



1 - Savannah (enclosure) 

attention:' sac, savannah 



Sincerely yours, 

ff. Sdgac Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director a i 

.V : ) 
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Enclosed is a copy of correspondent's communi- 
cation. -Bufiles contain no identifiabl^oata concerning 
the correspondent. * 

J\Usl 
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MOTE TO SAVA NNAH. CONTINUED 



For a number of years allegations have been 
a number of people, including some clergymen. 



to 



made by 

the effect that the national Council of the Churches 
of Christ (NCCC) has been infiltrated by communists. 

Although ire have never conducted an investigation 
of the KCCC, as such, me have kept abreast of the 
efforts of the Communist Party (CP), USA, to 
infiltrate this organization through our over-all 
investigations of the CP, USA, and communist efforts __ 
infiltrate mass-type organizations. ** J M 5 p no f I ^ pp fJ! r fron 
the information me have developed that the CP, USA, is 
dictating the policies of the KCCC today. 



to 



NOTE OK VETXQUl 

Correspondent states that he has been . 
informed that the Director has made available an article 
entitled "What is Wrong With The National Council of 
Churches." lie requests five copies of this article. 

Correspondent may be referring to "What Is 
Wrong mith the Federal Council? nom known as the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A." mritten by W. 0. H. Garaan, President(l947-I9o0), 
American Council of Christian Cl 




In view of the controversial nature of the 
booklet mhich is a strong attack upon the NCCC, it is not 
believed me should advise the correspondent of the identity 
of the publisher of the booklet. 
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25 July, 1960 



Jir. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

lushing ton, D.C. 



Dasr Kr. Hoover* 



cat. rill, .nd cercnt. by thoo« <*» '** "*♦ 

<e n-H* that the national Council ©f Churches is • * 

WmmSd- organisation. Sine. ^ 
f~s-ieti*n Churches) Brotherhood, with which we ere 
ir .ff ilUtS «m th. National Council of <Wehoe, •» 
ou? mscbers have becoae confused end concerned. 



© 

Th^e attacks sow seeds of suspicion end doubt, creating 

s S3 - 

J‘ , the f- cts froas e reliable source. Since the —te-iwl se- 
kRaw the tacis x *®“ • ** . ^ ha f ><<c of your Bureau, end 

curity of our nation rests in the nano* ^ 

the reputation of in 

fully av/are of the activities eno reew»» < •» Ko * t -_ -a. 

our country, I a= convwwed that no j^nawer to this question 
aition to oet tbaracordatraiaM. An' £ the 

S£\2£5. 






Thanking you for your consideration^! 



x /CO-foH 



NOT BOARDED 

191 Al£ IS I960 









• 

« 



2 > 

1 - ;ir. Sin p.vur 



Aiifiist 12, 1960 




Your •’ .tod Aiiyust 5, lSttt, vith its 

crclosni c. l:as been received, and the interest vhici: 
pro* rtf* your c*'“wunicction is indeed appreciate! • 

In resnons*' to your inouiry, I 
t’*.- i*'i*i , *ic' t i^u r.r * rc^oonsil.ilitie.** of to*? •'•*» do 
4 .*V:vv..’ ; \i: i>rr.jr.hr^: rvylunt i<; rs or consents crucennuj 
• c'r rrt'.'r or jrfeyrity of ::~y i»v'ivtd'i 1, ;ri. . 

«r w >'.:■) i.; strictly *" Sweaty «ttw 

V:. ’ '• c ’OUt UK , 0 . iUCU, • T 1 u 

ir.s'io* rl' “.ri t c' .i m u t.ctcr.rouc.s. - '7 pracr^cd, 
therefore, fron lYiroialtinj'. tb information you t csirc. 

Mticcr ly yonrn. 
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,‘rlm Edr.nr Hoover 
l‘i rector 
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An~T:iio; : s.x. iu.li»AS cnx . 

Corrcs;»op'-ent advised that her brother told her 
tie Fill had iroof that the rational Council or Churches 
is under coninu^nxic influences. Since her church includes 
this orjanizntion in its Inidfct, she wants to £9®* o , ** ncrc 
Is any such proof. She stated she would appreciate nnj 

rare to iiaksas cm, csktiitogd. page two . ; > 

rr»s:mv M) s\v.i: ore or yeclcw, iwo ' 

AU£ 2 2 1369 ,Vf r 1=3 ' ...5 
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KdTT- TO KANSAS cm. CONTlTv T inD 

information confirninj: or dcnyinr whether the orranizut ion 
is under communistic influences*# She enclose* a self” 
addressed, stamped envelope for reply# 

Bufilcs contain no identifiable information 
concern inr, the correspondent. 

l ? or a number of year:* allegations lave been made 
bv a number of people, including some clergymen, to the 
effect that the Rational Council of the Churches of Car is t 
(KCCC) has been infiltrated by. communists# Althourli 
have never conducted an investigation of the IvCC. us si.cn t 
we have Vept abreast of the efforts of the Comnun 1st Party, 
Tjy, (Cl'US/O, to infiltrate tliis organization through our 
ovci-al 1 iniestiratior.s of the CHJ3A and comun is t efforts 
tr infiltrate mass-type orpani nations. K ■ Jijf ;? ar 
from the information vc have developed tluii the v-1 ‘ 1 - s 

,T * ctat ire the policies of the ?CCC to«*ay# (100-50r,6?) 

Koru or. vi ~Z2JLil 

Self-addressed, stamped envelope furnished by 
the correspondent used in reply. 

It is noted correspondent addressed her letter 
to *Thc Honorable Herbert Hoover*; hrr.t **er, since sue 
apparently thourht Herbert Hoover was head of the r.tt. no 
C ’nneni is bcinj* made conccrninj* this mistake. 
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August 5, i960 



The Honorable Herbert Hoover 
Fedoral Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Sir; 



«y brother, who is in the Army Air Force, 
end I wore discussing religion the other day. He 
said that you had in .your Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation files proof that trierfcational Council 
of - Churches is under cajmunistic influences. 

Since iay church, Christian Church 

Deciples of Christ, include^^n^liationul Council 
of Churches in our missions budget ana receives 
sene literaturo fbon tiioa, I would like to hnow 
if there 5 -~ any proof tliat they are cottaunistr*. 

This is very 1 .portent to -e ar.d I would 
annreciate any information you may havo to either 
confirm or deny the fact os to whether they are, or 
arc not under communistic influence. Enclosed is 
a self-addres. ed, eton^-ed enveloi>e for y~u r reply. 



Very sincerely yours. 




Enclosure 
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August 9# 19^0 




Your letter da tea July 29# 19^0, has 
been received, and the interest which prompted 
your communication is indeed appreciated. 




In response to your inquiry, I r.U3t 
advice that the Jurisdiction and reeponsiti litics 
of the FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluation) 
or comments concerning the character or integrity 
of any individual, publication or organization. 

The FBI is strictly an investigative agency of 
the Federal Government and, as such, does net 
issue clearances or nonclea ranees. Further): ore, 
information in our files 1;.. maintained as confi- 
dential and available only for official use in 
accordance with a regulation of the Depart**ont 
of Justice. 



I am cure you will understand the 
necessity for this policy and will not infer 
that ;:e do or do net have In ovr files the ini or- 
motion you desire. 



Sincerely yours. 
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John Edgar •.rnv-.r 
Director* 

1 -Little Rock (Enclosure) (Sec note page two) 
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SEE NOTE ON YELT>0W ' PAGE TWO 
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ATTENTION : SAC, LITTLE ROCK 

Enclosed is a copy of correspondent's 
communication. Buflles contain no Identifiable 
data concerning the correspondent. 



Por a number of year3 allegations have 
been made by a number of people ,/^icluding some 
clergymen, to the effect that th ^Watlonal C owcU 
of the Churches of Christ (NCCC) has teen lnflltrb 
bv -communlrto . Although wc have never co:i..ucted an 
inv-.stlration of the NCCC, «“? such, ha/e kept 
abreast of the efforts or the Communist Party (CP), 
USA, to Infiltrate this organization through ® ur 
over-all investigations of the CP, USA, and communis 
efforts to Infiltrate mass-type organizations# Iv 
doef not appear from the information wehaveocveloped 
that the CP, USA, is dictating the policies of the 
NCCC today. (100-50369) 



NOTE OU YELLOW: 

CcrresponJ ;nt states, "I wan tolJ recently 
that the president of the Council is a cornua 1st 
She states that her church contributes e ‘J' OT *h ori . °£ r 
Us £oney to the NCC C. She asks If the President of 
the council is a communist. 



In viovi of 
topic, it is believe 
serve the interests 



the conurovu: wlal nature of this 
•j that the above reply will test 
of the Bureau. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover. 

Washington , D. C. 

Dear sir. 

I an a member of the Methodist Church of 




I understand that our church contributes a portion of 
noney to the National Council of Churches of America. 

I was told recently that the president of the Council 
is a communist . 

Will you please tell me if this is correct. 

Sincerely 

/*/ 
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. . , 1-ttcr '--If: * 7 *!y r«, I5Gd t hr..- beer, 

i* .* 1 1J I'Hercbt wJiicl* profited your co*r.*^ini» 

cation i:; indeed appreciate*.?,' 

. . _? n response to your impiiry, 1 mist advise that ' 1 

t. :• j»*i ir. ’iction and r. i itiea cf t ;.-o I ’ll c'n ret KID 

i ;. •.;> fnv cv ’.Imiti* *;r or coverts rone ;ri* 

i eh. ructcr <>» irt.vvity of :r. y individual, jvj: i ic\ Viow 1 ; 
oi organization. J ;::n sure ye,** v.ill ur.de rsfc.nd the 
t»;. ? vv 1 or this policy v.ill r^t '**f l* t'mt t?c do 
f. -To i \ i,. v.-*r t!.-. iufoi— iicioe y.v.i desire, 

i ivsvc noted your hi - ** j»ot.spt*?! 1 co'rscnts, nr* 5 
1 l i«st i«iat tlw mvm’I. cf tliij ijoj . m . ?11 cent i •’*»*- to 

r. , i; pMr r.rt. 

*' ii! rv jivj!' vi i :»r;. 
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j F'l’.y l;i. V(t| , 
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••i-Tiir £>’j};r J’oover 
flir-T i”*r 

1 - Memphis (enclosure) t 

ATTiyriOft: SAC. MT71PH1S / f 

V 'i ^ ' 
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MTE TO Hawns. CONTTNTTm 




hv n *,.r,k.£°L» a nura t cr °t years allegations have been made 
* ? u ™ )e r Si Pe°Pl e » including some clergymen, to the 
e ttrrr\ f liat . the Rational Council of the Churches of Christ 
lr.~CC) has been infiltrated by communists. Although we 
have never conducted an investigation of the NCCC, as such. 

?iCA ha Tri»iTCA\ a 5 rc ? s i ? f tIie c JT orts of the Communist Tarty, 
USA^ (ClliSA), to infiltrate this organization through our 

over-all investigations of the CPUSA and communist efforts 
to infiltrate mass- type organizations. It does not appear 
from the information we have developed that the CPUSA is 
dictating the policies of the NCCC today. (100-50869) 
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The correspondent, a minister, states "Will 
you please tell me whether or not the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America (NCC) is a communis*, 
front organization." lie indicates that members of his 
congregation have questioned him concerning this matter and 
he, in turn, has advised then that he will seek this infor- 
mat ion from the Rurcau. Correspondent states "let me do 
something every citizen should nave long since done— 

'Thank you' for the great service you have rendered to 
our nation. Thank Cod there is one agency of law enforcement 
in our nation that actually does its job." 

In view of the controversial nature of this topic, 
it is believed that the above reply will best serve the 
interests of the Rurcau. 
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